RAJA RAMMOHUN ROY

LIBRARY FOUNDATION

L
L s
L
——— L
- e |
. ; S
= - =
L ..-_.
d . N
[ \
! e )
e §
%
3 L
| o \
4 0 e !
r e
* b
i
}
1 1
k -
% - —
",
e - r
e ._,f..
—_—
5
Se—— e
r—
% = o
.cl..lul.ll..l -,._.
T ——— ==
-
. - e =
S
¥ E = ——— -
i
-_r.
%
%
! -
o
| -
H
!
L
e
N
——
[}
L'
=
——
i -
% o =
1
I L
| .
'
[
i
i (-

¥ oy — &
F _\.. r -
o . o
i 2
= e
¥ .= 1
1 /
1l 4
ey -
- e et
; !
I.I.[L“. wans
— e iy .1_

B

= il

|

| =

W
S

g™

| a8

d

|

- e gy

I

- ¥

[ B

—— - — F
— ||II||..1
L i
- s |
r

|

I

¥ |




GRANTHANA
Indian Journal of Library Studies

Quarterly Vol. 4 Number T January 09 — March 09

ISSN 0971-0221

Guest Editor

Nirmal Kanti Bhattacharjee




Granthana: Indian Journal of Library Studies

e ' f the
Granthana: Indian Journal of Library Studies is the quartetly journal o
Raja Rammohun Roy Library Foundation (RRRLF), Kolkata.

The Journal is a2 medium for publishing original contributions, su:i:z eft(::-
ports, documents, short communications (notes and news), book 1‘;1\;1 e
pertaining to library studies and allied subjects with a slant to pu (; apers
The Journal also publishes selected texts of lectures and BERS fgr oo
organized by the Foundation. RRRLF accepts no feSPOHS%bﬂJ_wl Board’s
statements and opinions advanced by contributors. Tl".le Edltor;]j " finsl
decision regarding suitability of contributions for publication W

Subscriptions

For one volume (four issues) Rs. 300.00
For single issue Rs. 100

Al correspondence regaraing subscriptions should be sent 1o

Raja Rammohun Roy Library Foundation
DD-34, Sector-1, Salt Lake,

Kolkata-700 054
Cover Design : Sandip Sinha

Printed by : Wellwish Printers, Delhi-110 034



Editorial Board

LLov Verma

JB2 Das
J.L. Sardana

Harsha Parekh
Kautilya Shukla

K.K. Danerjee

Guest Editor

Nirmal Kanti Bhattacharjee






Contents

Editorial

Himani Bannerji
Raja Rammohun Roy's Argument for Social Reform and
the Paradigm of Tradition and Modernty

V K | Jeevan
Improving the Range of Services and Enhancing the

Reach of Public Libraries through Information Technology

P.R. Goswami
Public Libraries for Science Awareness: Towards an Action Plan

Kanchan Kamila
Role of Public Libraries for Science Awareness

J.P. Das
Reader in the World of Books: Literature and
the Arts in Dissemination

Jatindra K Nayak
Reading Characters: A Perspective on Early Onya Fiction

K. Satchidanandan
Crossing the Borders: Malayalam Literature and Publishing Today

Nirupama Bargohain
The Creation and Preservation of the Book Tradition in Assam

K.K. Banerjee
The Booker and The White Tiger

Book News

27

40

57

63

/3

81

88

95

98



Our Contributors

I

Dr. (,Smt_') Himani Bannerji is a Bengali-Canadian writer and academiC;
Fea‘:h’ng in the Department of Sociology at York University, Canada; works
in the areas of Marxist, feminist and anti-racist theory; winner of R abindra
Puraskar of West Bengal Government in 2005.

Shri V.K.J. Jeevan 1s currently Deputy Librarian, Indira Gandhi National
Ope' n University, New Delhi and formerly Assistant Librarian, Indian
Institute of Technology, Kharagpur; e-mail: vkjj@rediffmail.com

Dr. P.R. Goswami is the Director, National Social Science Documentation
Centre, ICSSR, New Delhi; e-mail: prgoswami@hotm&ﬂ-com

Dr. Kanchan Kamila is working as the Assistant Librarian at the University
of Burdwan, West Bengal; e-mail: kanchan lis@y ahoo.co.n

Dr. J.P. Das is an eminent Or1ya poet, playwright and fiction-writer; winner
of Sahitya Akademu Award and Saraswati Samman of K.K. Birla Foun-
dation; a retired Civil Servant; e-mail: prathampurush@gmail.com

uted Oriya critic, scholar and academic;

Dr. Jatindra K. Nayak 1s a rep o
e-mail : nayak.jatin

teaches English at the Utkal University, Bhubaneswar;
@gmail.com

Smt. Nirupama Bargohain is a reputed Assamese fiction writer and
wranslator; winner of the Sahitya Akademi Award for her novel Abbiyatr.

Shri K.K. Banerjee 1s Director, Raja Rammohun Roy Library Foundation
and Director-in-charge, National Library, Kolkata.



From the Editor’s Desk

The celebration of the New Year is just over, although 1t was a low-
key affair this year, thanks to the global meltdown and economic recession.
Even against these odds, after a quiet hibernation for almost two years,
Granthana again sees the light of the day. One can only assure the readers
that this hibernation was more incidental than intentional. A number of
factors contributed to this temporary lay-off, not the least being the
relocation of work-place of the present editor and concomitant logistical
and other problems. We are happy that the zeal of the Foundation has
managed to tide over the situation and here we are agan at your service
with a rich fare of reading material i this issue.

We begin with the Raja Rammohun Roy Memorial Lecture, 2007
delivered by Himani Bannerji which analyses Rammohun’s arguments for
social reform against the paradigm of tradition and modernity. Foregrounding
her lecture on the premise that any social reformer’s proposal is motivated
by the urge to fashion the dominant consciousness and commonsense
of their contemporary society, she concludes that “Rammohun’s social
activism and writings are a part of the development of a hegemonic
consciousness for the emerging middle class of colonial Bengal”.

The second part of this issue comprises hard-core library science
material. VK.J. Jeevan traces the advent and rise of Information Technology
vis-a-vis library science and suggests methods of improving the range
of services and enhancing the reach of public libraries with the help of
Information Technology. The other two articles by PR. Goswami and
K anchan Kamila dwell on the role that public libraries can play in creating
science awareness among the masses. All three essays won awards in various
essay competitions organized by the Foundation during 2007 and 2008.

We bring in the third section of the present issue two papers presented
in a seminar on Reader in the World of Books: Literature and the Arts

in Dissemination’ organized by the Foundation in Bhubaneswar in November,
2007. ].P. Das’s paper begins by talking about how the recent critical theories
are valorizing the reader, although earlier emphasis was almost entirely




on the author and the text. Then he goes on to analyze the impact of

elobalization on both our mundane and intellectual life. The next palt
of his essay deals with the prevalence of hand-written manuscripts 1o
Orissa and the gradual transition to printed books, while the finale males
a fervent plea to the young generation for keeping the glory of our mother
tongues alive against the formidable onslaught of English. Jatindra Kf
Nayak in his brief but interesting paper traces the advent and vogu€ ©
such characters in Oriya fiction who were fond of reading, |
The last part of this issue contains two ‘vited articles: “Crossils
the Borders: Malayalam Literature and Publishing Today” by _K'
Satchidanandan and “The Creation and Preservation of the Book Tr ad{twn
in Assam” by Nirupama Bargohain. While Bargohain’s arti
more on the historical mode, Satchidanandan’s 1s an analytical focus OF
the present writing and publishing scenario 1n Kerala.

We conclude the issue with the regular ‘Book News’ _
the readers may find valuable information on fourteen interestin
that have come to our notice during the recent times.
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Raja Rammohun Roy’s Argument for
Social Reform and the Paradigm of
Tradition and Modernity

-

Himani Bannerji

Human beings are naturally social beings and they are required
to live soctally. But as soctety depends upon individuals
understanding ideas of each other recipro cally and on existence
of some rules by which the property of one is defined and
distinguished from that of another, so all the rulers inhaviting
different countries, and even the inbabitants of isolated islands
and the summits of lofty mountains, have invented special
words indicating certain ideas, which form the basis of the

invention and upon which the organization of society depends.

Raja Rammohun Roy, Tubfat-ul-Muwaddin (1802)

Morality, religion, metaphysics, and all the rest of ideology
as well as the forms of  consciousness corresponding to these,
thus no longer retain the semblance of independence. They
bave no history, no development; but nien, developing thetr
material production and their material intercourse, alter, along

with this their actual world, also their thinking and the
products of therr thinking.

K arl Marx and Friedrich Engels, The German ldeology
(1846)



Introduction

Raja Rammohun Roy lived a long time ago. India has undergone 1mmea-
surable changes since then at all levels of polity, economy, society and
culture. After all this change and disruption one may wonder if we need
to re-read him and how that will help us to understand the present day
Indian situation and the international scene. I would claim that Rammohun’s
works have a great deal to contribute now, and especially now, 25 .the
last two centuries have not only seen change, but continuity, intensiﬂcatl?n
and new ramifications of problems that were emerging in early COlom?'l
India. Patriarchy or male domination and the condition of women in India
are cructal themes that preoccupied him then and aught to deeply Con(-:e.rﬁ
us now. From the reports produced by various governmental inquirtes
and commissions regarding the status of Indian women and girls, HEws
stories of male domination, of trafficking of women for sexual and other
forms of labour, compounded with women’s poverty, have been on Cen“’:e
stage. Not only women’s organizations, such as the All India Democratlf
Women’s Association (AIDWA) and the National and State
Commissions, but also other health, education and poverty relate
and writing have disclosed women’s deprived, unequal and
condition on all levels. Son preference and sex selection have
a country where the male-female ratio has become seriously s

¥ned1a draws our attention everyday to the ongoing violence against illegal
) ¢

in th_e streets, other public places and at home. Dowty, long made. ifé

continues to haunt the social scene with dire consequences vt

. . . - Cial
and economic ruination. Neglect of the girl child 1s 2 perennml SO

- - elop-
oncern. The much vaunted proclamation of India’s economic dev 'P
ment, continui i i s epicin o and the seekiPE

oppresse
made lndlﬂ

kewed. The

rape and ev - ' ‘ '
p en murder of foreign tourists. It is very impot jal

.then, to return to Rammohun Roy, whose writings on Patﬂarchﬂl &?O'C m
institutions, ’ ntiring activi> ;
heir husbﬁﬂd S
Cﬂstes)
SOﬂ?

The

. on violence and cruelty against women, and u
against the custom of sutidapa (burning alive of women ofi t
pyre) and the practice of &ulinism (polygamy of the Hindu upper
along with his advocacy for women’s property rights and claims t? red
mak? him a great resource for understanding our current soctety:
requirements of gender justice and the need for social activism
now. 5o reading Rammohun Roy is not a matter of histori
but of social necessity.

_ The other important areas on which Rammohun shed light
which has become 2 pressing issue for India, are those of sect

10 /| Granthang 2008



and its contestation between religious fundamentalism or orthodoxy and
coexistence and heterodoxy. Rammohun was a trenchant critic of religious
dogmatism and of casteist, polytheistic Hinduism. Bigotry, superstition
or idolatry, in short, anything that clouds the clear universalism, spirituality
and reason or rational thinking, was trenchantly criticized by him. His
critical stance led to the creation of the Brahmo Samaj as much as to
his social activism. The impact of his reform proposals was felt far beyond
the walls of the Brahmo Samaj. An authority on Hindu scriptures and
customary laws, especially of laws of inheritance and succession, a
considerable scholar of Sanskrit, Rammohun was well versed in Arabic
and Farsi as well. He was an editor of Miratul-Akbbar, a Persian Arabic
language newspaper, and appellated ‘Jabardast Maulana’ or ‘Maulavi
Rammohun Roy’. He represents for us a stage of Indian history where
HMindu-Muslim relations were radically different from what they are now.
Rammohun’s life and works are urgent for not only Indians, but perhaps
for peoples across the wotld, as we are presently facing a violent politicization
of religion, leading to repression of women, riots, massactes, wars and
genocides. Uncountable horrors are perpetrated in the name of God and
civilization. The example, in India, is the rise and consolidation of a
politicized Hinduism or the agenda of Hindutva. If we want to escape
from the prison of chauvinistic nationalisms, from claustrophobic com-
munal identity politics, we need to tutn again to Raja Rammohun Roy
The field of Rammohun study has been divided. While some have seen
him as a modernist, others have deemed him a traditionalist due to his
ase of Hindu scriptures — the Upanishads and other scriptures with the
help of which he argued for social and religious reforms. Those who
<ce him as the ‘father of modern India’ see in his works and projects
+ coalescence of modern Indian sensibility and morality. Still others have
seen his ‘traditionalism’ actually as a kind of colonial discoutse in reverse
tainted by the orientalist covernmentality of British colonial rule. For these
postcolonialist <cholars his concern for women and the social assumptions
in which they ate grounded, such as belief in individualism, reason and
private property, has made him an agent of colonialism. There 1s no space
here to discuss these tssues in any detail. 1 would add that these interpretive
squabbles about Rammohun Roy simply muddy the water about what we

can learn from him and why we need to do so.
We also need to emphasize that these value-laden sociological

categories of modernity .nd tradition which seem critically useful on the
surface prove to be confusing upon scrutiny. Rammohun himself was
an eclectic thinker concerned with the society of his time, and turned
his attention to contemporary themes and discursive languages, in order
to mount a comptrehensive attack against prevailing social, moral and

Himani Bannerji | 11



e scriptuf€s
religious oppression and sectarianism. If he rerturf;fit;z :: e Tasr Of
or the shastras, it was also because they were @p C § ety rights
the land, in matters pertaining to family succession arllledp‘persoﬂﬂl -
of women and men. Even today much of what is ca « the scriptures,
in India follows from the old colonial legal'systecm. TO USal:‘ o smedattl
therefore, as a mode of argumentation is nelther_ Uadlzonffectjve Janguage
but rather the necessary practice of an operative an _ ethat 8 rarrohiie
in soctal and legal matters. It is irnpormnt.to HOFCH ceading of thes}e
systematically uses an anti-oppression and ant-l-sc_ac;:arlaof e ot Jual’,
sctiptural resources and speaks of liberal princip es ity and property
woman’s or man’s, rights to social and spiritual equa e oifhnr ¢ olonial

That these critical ideas are not simply a product %ent i we attend
tule or Hindu religious/traditional discourse be.c:f)mes evi - w7 yfat-l
to what is available of his pre-English writing, ﬂ’clsf:d -»
Muwahiddin (A Gift to the Believer). This text, CO@POteracdoﬂS
and Farsi, belongs to a stage in his life when his 1n

period of Bengal, when Perso-Arabic languages? Culmrensda;/f[USh —
were the bases for elite education for both Hindus ihefs including X
were probably works of Rammohun himself ﬁf_ld . " u’& A close 109

matetial of Mirat-ul-Akbar, that are no longer available tRam

at this text shows how the conceptual groundwork for rae
ctitical social and religious teform philosophy was ahje_a 5; :
he became conversant with English and Western wgtm\%{/ ﬁ;stern -
say that Rammohun did not have later interactions with -

d their 1
and socio-political and theological literature, and absorbe

g . ideas &
But Tubfat remains an enduring sketch of his life-long pa

reform, monotheism / unitarianism, and of his rejectton O?] s of gods
ticularist thinkjng and sectatianism. The themes of .the s

a universal construct of the human and the Cfe"l@n. z elements ice
of equal individuals mark this first text. The COﬂSletumg formed cho
projects of social reform — namely, of individual -wﬂl, Oto

and rejection of titualism, superstition and h?blt v piddin D
tor the first time. We will now turn to Tubfat-ul-Muwa

direc
- r1m

. . . . cial refo

discuss his arguments against sutidaha and for so

women.

Part 1

; : hereof
as well as in hilly lands, and I found the inhabitants t
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agreeing generally in believing in the existence of One
Being who 1s the source of creation and the governor
of it, and disagreeing in giving peculiar attributes to that
Being and holding different creeds consisting of doctrines
of religion and precepts of Haram (forbidden) and Halal
(legal). From this induction it has been known to me
that turning generally towards one Eternal Being 1s like
a tendency in human beings and is common to all
individuals of mankind equally. And the inclination of
each sect of mankind to a particular God or gods, holding
certain special attributes, and to some peculiar forms of

worship or devotion is an excrescent quality grown (in
mankind) by habit. What a vast difference is there between

nature and habit.

Tﬂf)fdl‘-ﬂ/—M wwahiddin

Tuhfat-ul-Muwahiddin was composed by Rammohun Roy 1n the early years
of his life (1802-03), and it was clearly inspired by the reformist rationalism
in the islamic mutagili tradition dating back to the 17% century in India.
This tradition of Perso-Arabic philosophy relied on a high degree of
aniversalism, abstraction and the use of logical deduction or reasoning
This text in Petsian with an Atrabic introduction (translated by Maulair
Obaidullah) contains a set of philosophical theses covering rational, moral
and spiritual grounds for personal improvement and social reform. Lying
at the cusp of Rammohui’s pre-colontal and colonial life, it gives us an
insight into indigenous rationalism of that time. It contains basic premises

-

for his later arguments against satidaha and for women’s property rights

and education.
Tubfat 1s an uncompromisingly monotheistic, universalist and ratio-

nalist text. Its staunch unitarianism and resolute refusal to involve God
in worldly matters appears close to agnosticism. Twubfat 1s premised on

the notion of individuality — an abstract individuality — of both God and
humans. 1t at once attributes monism or universalism to the realm of

the spiritual and philosophy while commenting on the plural nature of

the actually existing social institutions, values and practices.
Even at this stage of his life, for Rammohun God is a unity which

is indivisible, immutable, without attributes and, thus, unrepresentable. This
reminiscent of the Koran, 2 likely influence given
uman being is an individual, socio-

formulation of God 1s

his educational background. Fach h
motal spiritual unit. How can individuals then entet into relationships with

each other if they are such discrete entities? Rammohun sees this mediatory
lished by certain human mental capacities

social relationship as betngaccomp

Himani Bannerji | 13



or faculties: one, an intuition of the Divine, an inborn sense of the universal
as a part of the constitution of human consciousness, and the Othfira
a capacity for creating communication and social relations, thus the capactty
for making a society. These elements or attributes of the human O
sclousness combined with an inherent rational capacity become the source
of social and spiritual equality and comparability. Here the idea of the
One is necessary for the equality of the many, since the intuition and
the apptrehension of the One in each person includes the attributes of
reason and rationality and can uncover the commonness of the
diverse.

The way Rammohun Roy’s assertion of the dual attrtbutes
century

one

1,

tndividual human consciousness is reminiscent of the European 187
philosopher Immanuel Kant’s notion of two aspects of reasoth
intuitional, independent of outside influences, the other socially practe®
both combining into the making of lethjcal judgments. RﬁmmOhug oy
postulates an intuitional reason as an attribute of humanity. As f o
passage quoted at the beginning of this section, each human iy h}i.z
an intuition for something incorporeal, universal and indivisible: At tn
same time the human mind has the capacity of social and PfﬂCﬁcal reaso (;;
Rammohun’s Project of social reform is born in the intersection of .thfes

two mental capacities. To elaborate further, the intuitional reasom, COHSISFEIIE
of an awareness of the universal and the ISivine is a source of incostop™

ideas ! ‘ . "
and ideals. It ig Eundamentally contrary to any part

rowness or chauvinism, This
m'the nature of mankind
principle of things
of justice.” This cap

| . ' ] eX15
mental capacity is “an 1nnate ity

_ : : e natu
[which] makes an enquiry into B o sense

. | | - !

[possible] without partiality [and] with a stro? butes”
: . Cqttt

acity makes the distinction possible between 2 Linciple

and the “essential”. It draws out the generﬂl P

: 111
. e . 2 (11 ] lS 1]um
ﬂomenal variations of soc1al partlcularltles- Fh

: Lo 561156
well expressed at the spiritual level by the dea/

and
of the One God and, at a mundane level, it supplies the moce

he _ _ d for
motlivann tor social reform by providing the rational/critical grourlﬁﬂu_211
making a sound social jud

and th . gment. It iS' thanks to this capacity for the &

1€ unwersal that human beings can challenge an
manifestations of narrow patticularisms, chauvinism and
demonsFrated by polytheism, casteism, religious sectarianist? et
OPPression of women. This universalist, monist and monothetst f

_ 9

attr ' trrliA i o &
1b?te.3 equality among individuals irrespective of his Of bt P

or teligion,

| | . ith
This capacity for reason and critical thinking 1 pau:ed o

of < ' - :
making social relations, forms and practices. Together they a1c
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in the human capacity for constructing society — its institutions, customs,
norms and forms. This socially located and architectonic capacity of the
mind is also susceptible to all that it creates individually or collectively.
As such it can be the prey or a creature of habits, of corrupting influences
of others, as this practical and socially creative capacity of the mind is
not in itself rational or critical. But to the extent that this social and
creative reason can be drawn closer to the universalist reason with its
intuition of oneness and the essential beneath the phenomenal, it can
also become the source of social criticism and reform.

In conclusion. the intuitional reason, with its sense of the One
and the universal, is not an emotional state, but rather, it is a capacity
for rational and logical thought which leads to truth and knowledge. This
form of knowledge is not revelatory, but rather the pursut of a procedure
for arriving to knowledge comparatively and deductively. This truth process
encompasses logic, grammar and lexicon. It can measure the existing social
against notions derived from the universal. Development of knowledge
follows the path from the particular to the general and from the intuitional
to the critical.

Rammohun projects through his critical argumentation a structure
of social reason by establishing a correspondence between the two capacities
of the human mind which creates a critical/intellectual space beyond an
aggregate of differences. He subjects all empirical things, or phenomenal
forms, to laws of logic, such as those of contradiction, obversion and
contraposition. This method displays the employment of an Arabic version
of Aristotelian deductive logic. Through this rationalist critical mode Tubfat
exposes the injustices and absurdities of social life. This critical reasoning
advocating the end of superstition, idolatry and falsehood exposes their
invalidity by showing how particularist, empiricist and illogical they are.
The rationalist universalism he espouses, whose aim is uncompromising
logical criticism, manifest what he means by “free thinking”. Tuhfafs critical
reflections on caste, polytheism and ritual bound Hinduism provide the
staples of Rammohun’s future arguments for social reform. Thus his
insistence on rational contemplation of universal oneness and his rejection
of hierarchic differences among humans indicate the conceptual and critical

stance of the later anti-safidaba tracts. His anger against ritual sacritice

of animals, which he calls «urder” and an abomination in the eye of

God, shows itself in his view of satidaba as woman murder. His rejection
of Hinduism’s penchant for creating surrogates or scapegoats who expiate
through their sacrifice the sins of others comes back in his denunciation

of those who advocate satidaha to redeem the sins of the husband, relatives

and ancestors. He also says that the satfs relatives, priests, etc. abet in

Himani Bannerji | 15
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to these principles. Now after discussing Tuhfat, we can turn to Rammohun’s

writings against satidaha and for Hindu women’s property rights. We can
now see how ideas that are put forward in the Tuhfat offer the philosophical/

moral and legal pedestal for arguments against satidaha.

Socio-Economic Reform for Women

With a view to enable the public to form an idea of
the state of civilization throughout the greater part of
Hindustan in ancient days, and of the subsequent gradual
degradation introduced into its soctal and political con-
stitution by arbitrary authorities, I am induced to give
as an instance, the interest and care which our ancient
legislators took in the promotion of the comfort of the
female part of the community; and to compare the laws
of female inheritance which they enacted, and which

afforded that sex the opportunity of enjoyment of life,
with that which moderns and our contemporaries have
gradually introduced and established, to their complete
privation, directly or indirectly, of most of those objects

that render life agreeable.

“Brief Remarks regarding Modern Encroachments on the
Ancient Rights of Females according to the Hindu Law
of Inheritance.” (1822)

Other than Twhfat-ul-Muwahiddin, ““The Modern Encroachment on
the Ancient Rights of Females...” sets up the theoretical space for
Rammohun’s arguments for social reform concerning the situation of
Bengali Hindu women. He begins by speaking of the pre-colonial practice
of relatively free land ownership of individuals in society which also
benefited women as they also could be property owners. The text outlines
a gradual “degradation”, a shrinking, in women’s property rights in favour
of men through legal changes in inheritance and ownership introduced
by the British colonial government. This was manifested through attempts
to introduce a more undifferentiated, collective family ownership of
property enjoined by the laws of Mitakshara. The existing Dayabhaga system

of inheritance in Bengal, propounded by J'Lmutavah:ana, which allowed for

private property in land and, thus, a land market, made it possible for

-

1. All quotes from Rammohun Roy on women
Works of Raja Rammoban Roy, Parts I-VII in one volume, edited by Dr. Kalidas
Nag and Debajyot1 Burman, reprinted 1995 by Sadharan Brahmo Samaj. First

published 1945-1952 in seven volumes.

and property are from The Englsh
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women to own, buy and sell landed property. The entailed natuf€ of
Pr_Operty under the joint family system which characterized Mitakshara was
rejected by Rammohun, who favoured the continuation of Dayabhagd: He
saw this proposed economic measure as a step backward since it worked
as a constriction on the economic and social space of Bengal. He considere

an agreement with this change as expressive of an entire generﬂﬂOﬂS?

subserv%ence to a colonial economic mandate spelling stagﬂatiOﬂ for the
_ptoperﬂed classes of Bengal. The reforming idea in “The Modert

Encroachment...” is thus not to innovation of property rights and enabling
laws fT:)r‘ women by using the colonial legal system, but renovating of
pre-existing ones. The results of introducing Mitakshara he claimed, would
be particularly disastrous for women. Here is the pijcture he offers:

To these women are left only three modes of conduct
to pursue after the death of their husbands. First. To

]..We ﬁ.ﬂuserable life as entire slaves to others, without
indulging any hope of support from another husband.
Sec.{mdly_' To walk in the path of unrighteousness, for
their maintenance and independence. Thirdly. To die on

the funeral pile of their husbands, loaded with the applause
an };onour of their neighbours. It cannot pass unnodced
'11? 12586 V»iho are acquainted with the statg of so.ciety

- that the number of female suicides 1 the single
province Of. Bengal, when compared with any sthier B ritish
provinces, is almost ten to one: we may s;afely attribute

pl;fESPIOPOIFlon Chlﬁﬂy to the g[eater _Erequeﬂcy Of a
VS among the natives of Bengal, and tO

their ,
he fotal neglect in providing for the maintenance of
their females.

27

C‘B .
et Remarks regarding Modern Encroachments. -

e e
our present dor perty relations which 1s ql,?lFe ou
Couteer & thjy ommon sense about pre-British ar}d -

s commonsense, what we call ‘nodernism’s

the right ' _ and ©
ght to private property, of rights to buy and sell land oyt ou?

tzitiz:ltilrer~ela;i N, 008 economic rights of womeﬂé eC Loy
With the ; s of pre-British Bengal’s laws of inheritance and 127 t Hind"
. he introduction of Mitakshara by the colonial governmeﬂ: quﬂl
Oriilst:;oéze? }?f,the propertied classes would los§ gf.‘OUfT ; tdi“POS
Thus a strin en efrltance and also be curtailed in thetr rights o afﬂong
the Wome gfnt emale dependency upon male kin wguld re
n of the better-off sections of Bengal. In this text
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outlined the extreme socio-moral degradation as well as survival conse-
quences that Bengali women were already experiencing with the introduction

of the new inheritance and land market laws.

Rammohun is not only outraged by the social and economic degradation
and dangers facing women, but he connects these to an overall retardation
of the development of the Bengali society at different levels. Through
this text and others he challenged the new legal dispensation of the
colonizers, and engaged in debates with colonial administrative authorities
such as C.T Colebrook, the translator of the Mitakshara. As stated
above, Rammohun saw women’s economic deprivation and dependence
as creating a social environment which fosters violence and brutalities
against women.

Rammohun’s rationalism, as shown in Twhfat, has profound critical
social consequences, providing his theotization with a materialist dimension.
Thus his concern for spirituality, individuality and economic development
are of a piece, and his tracts on satidaba are to be read not only in relation
to “Modern Encroachment...” on Hindu women’s property rights, but
also to texts such as Rights of Hindus over their Ancestral Property, Revenue
System in India, Questions and Answers, and Judicial System in India. His vision
of Indian development was one of 2 liberal economic thinker of his time.
Even as eatly as in the last decade of the 18" century and first quarter
of the 19" century he saw the retarding consequences of the East India
Company’s economic policies for India, which prompted him to support
free trade. The idea of the introduction of the Mitakshara system with
its suppression of individual ownership and contractual rights thoroughly
alarmed him. The de-industrialization of India that came to be spoken

of later was detected very eatly by Rammohun.

Against satidaba

At marriage the wife 1s recognized as half of her husband,
but in after-conduct they are treated worse than inferior

animals. For the woman 1s employed to do the work of
1 slave in the house, such as, in her turn to clean the

place very early in the morning, whether cold or wet,
to scour the dishes, to wash the floor, to cook night
and day, to prepare and serve food, for her husband,
father, mother-in-law, sister-in-law and friends and
connections...If in the preparation or serving up of the

victuals they commit the <mallest fault, what insult do
band, the1r mother-in-law,

they not receive from their hus
ir husband? After all the

and the younger brothers of the
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male part of the family have satisfied themselves, the
women content themselves with what may be left, whether
sutficient in quantity or not. Where Brahmanas or Kayasthas
are not wealthy, their women are obliged to attend thetr
cows, and to prepare the cow-dung for firing. In the
afternoon they fetch water from the river or tank, and
at night perform the office of menial servants in making
the beds. In case of any fault or omission in the per-
formance of those labours they receive injurious treat-
ment. Should the husband acquire wealth, he indulges
in criminal amours to her perfect knowledge and almost
under her eyes, and does not see her perhaps once 2
month. As long as the husband is poor, she suffers every
kind of trouble, and when he becomes rich, she Iis
altogether heartbroken.

...1f unable to bear such cruel usage, a wife leaves her
husband’s house to live separately from him, then t_l‘lﬁ'
influence of the husband with the magisterial authority
is generally sufficient to place her again in his hands;
when, in tevenge for her quitting him, he seizes every
PICteXt to torment her in various ways, and sometmes
even puts her privately to death. These are facts occurfifig
every day, and not to be denied. What I lament is, that,
Se?ing the women thus dependent and exposed to every
misery, you feel for them no compassion, that might
cxempt them from being tied down and burnt to death.
“Translation of A Conference between an Advocate £of
anFl an Opponent of the Practice of Burning Widows
Alive from the original Bangla” (1818)

D as possessive individuals and
strong economic tights.

Without these two propositions which advocate 2 &€
§ENEOUs socio-moral space necessary for the theorizing and € The
justice, no reform proposal for women would be tenable f SOCiet}r
Rammohun saw it, the ideological legitimacy for a rational re ol ecessﬂf}f
had to get rid of 4] patticularisms or boundaries in conceiving the ﬂf Tﬂbfd f
?evﬂ field for 4 rational social reform. The same basic logtc s’
Insisting on untversality, rational thought, free will, choice a1 i S 5061

5 ' efl
ar€ at work here. Insisting on reforming Hindu Bengali woiP! J fo*

e : i |
conomic condition and the mode of argumentation that he 2

with
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that, he showed that the social empowerment of all could only happen
when the very least in society were empowered. For him, women were
that figure of the least empowered.

Tracts or pamphlets published in 1818, 1820 and 1830 contain
Rammohun’s unqualified refutation of both legal and shastric practices
of satidaha and his unambiguous denunciation of the condition of Hindu
(especially upper/middle caste) women. A co-signed petition to Lotd
Bentinck in 1830 reveals the same. In this context, question one in the
first section of The First Argument needs to be scrutinized, where Rammohun
reveals a humane, just and universal worldview which considers an entire
society wretched and condemnable if any part of it exists in misery and
servitude. These texts on satidaha concretize Tuhfats detense of the individual
in the face of traditional collectivity and project women’s capacity to be
fully individual reasonable social subjects. In keeping with his universalist
humanism, which reads the individual in a larger framework, Rammohun
portrays women as reasonable moral and spiritual agents since reason exists
in humans irrespective of their sex. His representation of women breaks

through the bars of casteist Hindu patriarchal or misogynist and particularist
construction, and they become self-owning individuals endowed with full

mental capacities.
Through sequential rational logical arguments Rammohun breaks

down the masculinist construction of ‘women’ or the ‘feminine’. As in
Tuhbfat, he challenges masculine and anti-humanist arguments based on
‘feminine’ nature and tries to demystify this ‘nature’ as a product of history,
of patriarchal social organization, relations and institutions. The corrupting
needs and habits of socialization and indoctrination he speaks of in the
Tuhfat are concretized here. Exemplifying the practical and malleable social
aspect of reason eatlier discussed in Tuhfaz, Rammohun shows how people

are influenced by their social habitats. Patriarchy or misogyny turn out
to be born out of the corruption of the will and society which 1s sunk
in parochial, sectarian, superstitious and ritualistic self interest which spells
out in the inhuman practice of satidaha. Acts of cruelty against women
become inseparable from power hungty and irrational, prejudicial social
mores. The situation of women as presented by Rammohun in his anti-
satidaha tracts, with its double-edged presentation of what it 1s and what
it should be, confront us with both the abysmal depth of social degradation

and possibilities of redemption by being susceptible to humanist, critical
and universalist reason. The category of ‘nature’ in Rammohun’s thought

is curious in its reconciliation with culture, because it is claimed that critical
discerning reason, which allows access to the universal and the human,

is itself the bedrock of human ‘natute’
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All of Rammohun’s texts on satidaha fully deploy the above critical
epistemology. The custom’s illegitimacy and social destructi\fenf_:@ are
judged by his established principles of self ownership of the individual,
including of the will, and its exertion through the refusal or the consent
to being burnt on the husband’s pyre. In relation to this concept of consent
Rammohun breaks the flat and nominalist ot formalist legal notion of

the widow’s consent and shows how ‘consent’ means nothing substantial

under circumstances that will not allow the widow any valid form of

uly moral decision, he contends, one must be
in a secure position. One must be in a material and historically enabling
sttuation to realize L‘ﬁfl}ff,@l,

' opsent into meaniogful acts. Neither 2
teal choice can be made noy

a real consent given in an established situation
ol extreme patriarchy and degradation. His argument against satidaha 1St
MIC critique of patriarchy and only Ie}ate,:dly
humane sentiments and against violence ﬂgams_t
‘.chrnfan_ As such Rammohun does not challenge the act of Suiade.lf
untary act of an individual, but the very social

refusal. To come to any tr

on this premise of a syste

, 0 what the L
¢ outlines a 5oy and f patriay

amilia] wortld, replet
Ough Soctalization

chal society demands of her
¢ with misogyny, where wofﬂem
and religious moral regulﬂuoﬂéj
tied classes, can say “no” to thlj
o him, within norms 2 :
explicitly, coerced tO S%)

Otherwise, their individua]ity, property, d1&? IEY
in Satidahg 1, (::l =‘C0_f18idered the Fast India COmPaﬂYSf
| y eSIgn‘mg legal ctiteria of legitimacy Ol
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change he sought was that of a foundatonal social transformation, not
just a legal deterrent. The same liberal principles of voluntary exchange
that he sought in the economic sphere he sought in the arena of social
life through a genuine empowerment of women. Neither the notion of
mercantile monopoly which fettered freedom of trade or contract, nor
Brahminical authoritarianism, with the submission of an individual’s will
to the mores of the community or religious tradition, found any favour
with him. He saw the entire Hindu society and the colonial state implicated
in satidaba or “woman murder” brought about with brute patriarchal force
and manipulation. Both the perpetrators and the passive bystanders were
to be accused of this heinous crime. Men in particular are culpable because
they have social power to stop this crume, and instead perpetuate it
Rammohun’s excoriations of satfidata extend 1wpjars criticisms of
scapegoating and ritual sacrifice. He is not surprised by the brutality and
misogyny of satidaha, as hypocrisy, immorality, superstition and prejudices
mark the sectarian avaricious groups among which casteist Hindus can
be named As for the excuse of inducing women into morality through
satidaba, Rammohun shows the fallacy of forwng someone into virtue,
particularly by tempting them with the lure of pleasure in afterlife or
the threat of death. Afterall, the very essence of virtue lies in an actually
free choice to be virtuous, which would mean living a virtuous life. It
is also important to note that he does not identify the notion of force
exclusively with physical violence, but more generally and circumstantially
with Hindu women’s economic dispossession and social degradation. He
portrays these women as prisoners of their society, families and idolatrous
religion. The complexity of Rammohun’s social criticism is evident in the
way he captures different modes of manipulation employed in coercing
women to consent to become sazi. He points to three types of manipulation
for forcing women’s so-called ‘consent’. First, the temptation or seduction
put in the path of women, promising pleasures with their husbands after
their con-cremation. This has a great effect, he points out, after most
women have lived a life of degradation and brutality in their in-laws” home
and their fears of a worse future. Needless to say the horror of neglect,
torture, and drudgery that would unfold after refusal is an effective incentive.

The temptation is further enhanced by the prospect of deiﬁcatiog that
Second, use of combined moral blackmail and

violence by giving her false power and agency, by insisting Fhat through
this suicide she alone can save or redeem her entire &2 (kin network),
and especially her husband, from untold number of sins. Thitd, the sheer
terror — of physical, social, psychological brutality — that could be unleashed

unless she agreed.

follows the co-cremation.

Himani Bannerji | 23



Rammohun also speaks
as soulless, reasonless creatur
condemned to a life of rituals a
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“A Second Conference between aq Advocate for and
an Opponent of the Practice of Burning Widows Aljve”
(1820)

He also advancesg claims abgyy their mogq] qualities of patience,
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part of the development of a hegemonic consciousness for the emerging
middle classes of colonial Bengal. He is a major figure in providing a
model for the intellectual, moral and social ambitence and leadership in
modernizing India. This involves proposals for a liberal and property
oriented society and individualized moral consciousness without rejecting
every aspect of (pre)existing sexual division of labour and moral regulation.

The condition of women and the family form are integral parts of this
liberal ethico-social scheme for him. Rammohun’s social reform far exceeds
the masculine chivalric and romantic code of kindness to women and
the impulse of rescuing the ‘weaker sex’. Rammohun in particular had
a non-gendered ‘human’ and ‘reasonable’ perception of people in general.

Rammohun Roy cannot be read through the simple binary paradigm
of ‘tradition versus modernity’, or his ‘modernity’ seen as a simple exercise
of colonial discourse. Tuhfat ul-Muwahiddin provides us with solid evidence
that it was otherwise. The same critical universalist and humanist principles
are at work from a very early stage of his intellectual and moral development.
To say this is not to deny his familiarity with Hindu Brahminical traditions
or with European or Western thought. Rammohun’s advocacy for an ascetic
widowhood as an alternative to safzdaha bears witness to both traditionality
and modernity. The ‘traditionality’ consists of a Brahminical rejection of
the body — including that of sexuality and sensual pleasures. This, of
course, is in contradiction with his own life involvement with non-
monogamy and implicitly positive sanction of male sexuality. Women appear
as sexed beings in his writings only when he speaks of the impoverished
widows who become prostitutes for survival. But this disembodied position
could equally derive from his abstract and logical universalism, whose

cerebral quality cannot accommodate the body in its sensual manifestations.
e mind and rationalism is a kind of modernism

s legal economic matetialism in support of individual
¢ are not this mind-body dualism and interest

This ascendancy of th
which combines with hi
property and free trade. Bu

in individual will and bourgeots property relations everywhere the markers

of early bourgeois thought and society? | B
Rammohun interacted easily with modes of colonial rule, European

languages and cultures. He used critical Western as well as colonial Western‘
discourse as he became familiar with them. The ortentalist discourse ot
‘civilization’ and the orientalist historiography of William Jones, H.H,

Wilson and C.T. Colebrook appear in his later writings. But upon scrutiny
hese elements interact with or surround
than re-constitute

it also becomes evident that t

his eatlier main arguments, such as those in Twhfat, rather ' |
play convergence of social, economic

them foundationally. His works dis _ ' |
Bengali or Indian society with those

and spiritual mores of a pre—BritiSh
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of European variety.
at the infancy of By
modern/industrial cq '
stages. What we now call ‘the past’ and ‘tradition’ were socially contemporary
moments for him.

iy . . . 441, 50C10-
As such, positioned right in the middle of s

. il e e West,
sconomic and cultural encounter with English colonialism and the
he did not engage in t

he invention of tradition or a project of ‘-Iecovel‘}:
of the past. In fact he Was perfectly aware that the East India Company's
proposed legal and €Conomic measures would take Bengal many steps
back in economic and

¢ » : a
soctal progress. His use of the shastras, Dayabhag
and Mitaksharg Were no traditionalist gestures, but rather a use of con
temporary laws of the land

' came
This was possible because Rammohun RO_}L .
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tish colonization in India, at a time when - & 4
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Improving the Range of Services and
Enhancing the Reach of Public Libraries

through Information Technology

e

V K J Jeevan

1 Introduction

The UNESCO Public Library Manifesto defines the public library as “the
local gateway to knowledge, provides a basic condition for lifelong learning,
independent decision-making and cultural development of the individual
and social groups” [1]. It also emphasized that the public library services
should be formulated with certain objectives that relate to information,

literacy, education and culture in mind [1]:

A creating and strengthening reading habits in children from an early
age;

%  supporting both individual an
as formal education at all levels;

¥ providing opportunities for petso
d creativity of children and young

d self conducted education as well

nal creative development;

% stimulating the imagination an
people;
¥ promoting awareness of cultural heritage, appreciation of the arts,
scientific achievements and innovations;
%  providing access tO cultural expressions of all performing arts;
W fostering intet-cultural dialogue and favouring cultural diversity;
%  supporting the oral tradition; o
W ensuring access for citizens to all sorts of community tnformaton;
% providing adequate information services to local enterprises, asso-

ciations and interest groups,



w  facilitating the development of information and computer literacy
skills;

W supporting and participating in literacy activities and programmes
for all age groups, and initialing such activities if necessary.

Ranganathan formulated an integrated five-tier public library SYSteml
comprising primary service library, secondary service library (city .Centra
and district central libraries), terttary service library (state central hbrar}") ’
national library and the futuristic world grid of public libraries 6] This
largely acted as the gutding principle in evolving public librar}f system
in the country. Depending on whether the Public Library Act is in vogue
and based on the interests of the State Government or the level Of_ pUbhi
movement behind this cause, there may be variations between differen
states on the penetration and setvices of public library network. Soﬂ’lf
of the predominant services offered by our public libraries to the cqm
munity are lending out collection of light reading and ﬁctio?, r-eadilﬂf
room facility of hewspapers and popular magazines, as a dlsmbuw:)f
network for government information like gazettes, manuals etc. .Som‘frhe
* them also hold reference collection and engage in reference services- ’”
problems and constraints faced by the public library system to N

' - : : . . - result
disseminate information are manifold in the country, essentially 28 2
of:

| - func-
s A considerable percentage of the population is illiterate =

tonally literate torcing library to be of minimal use to tl’lerlzi-on
Poor allocation for the infrastructure improvement and collec
development for public libraries. -
Lack of enough sanctioned posts, forcing most of the s'ervlct
be operated by voluntary non-professional staff, (?a}lslﬂg :
deterioration on information organisation and servicing ing
There is also 4 ptoblem of educated professionﬂls Prefe_rr

WOtk in special and academic libraries than public librarie® ublic
Little emphasis on adoption of Information Technology sk
library systems and services.

ested
Being a State tesponsibility as per the Constitution, stat€s %;i: state
with the mandate to set up public libraries at different leve]S-' ]ibl‘al‘ies
sovernments have departments/ directorates/councils of public But

] . . . 3 " iCﬁOﬂ.
tO start, maintain and Operate public libraries under 1its jurisd Artmen?

L] = ' e
due to the difference in the level of state-wise development, the Dep
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of Culture, Government of India has set up Raja Rammohun Roy Library
Foundation (RRRLF) to act as a nodal agency for development of public
libraries in India. Since all the States have not passed the requisite library
legislation, RRRLF is working towards a model Public Library Bill. The
RRRLF has also been given the responsibility of resource mobilization
for modernisation of the state and district central libraries, the development
of infrastructure and training of personnel [9]. Public libraries are considered
more as entertaining institutions and the collection predominantly in book
form meant for light reading, caused the absence of any concrete mechanisms
for either automating them or networking them. ‘Reach’ refers to the
physical or geographic areas to which service is provided that is a function
of the communications components of an information system and ‘range’
stands for the types of services available once connectivity is provided
[5]. This paper will explore the possibility of considering I'T" as a valuable
cost-effective tool for spreading, improving and enlarging public library

systems and services.

1.1 How big is our Public Library System?

Tt has been difficult to collect authorised statistics on public libraries in
the country, as the same happens to be under the purview of ditferent
agencies that never disclose such information on a national scale for various
reasons. So we are forced to depend on published ones which are
unfortunately quite dated. Sen put the number of libraries in the country
to 5400 in 1951 [11]. IASLIC’ old directory mentioned the number of
special and research libraries as 173 [12] whereas BLA estimated around
3080 libraries in the sate of West Bengal only [13]. The country presently
comprises 28 states, 6 union territories and the national capital region,
which together account for approximately 550 districts. The number of
inhabited villages in the countty is around 568558 [14]. These figures force

us to estimate the number of public libraries to be more than a lakh
o to imagine the difficulties of facilitating information
of over a billion population, spread over

and it is mind-bogglin
and ]ib}:ary suppott to the mass
32 lakhs sq. km.

1.2 Constraints for Public Library Services | | |
Gardner estimated the use patterns of the Central Library of Delhi Public

Library and found that 78.89% of the users are less than 16 years of
age, 26.67% in between 17-20 years, 30.35% around 21-29 years, 9..65%
about 30-45 years and only 2.47% have above 45 years. The educational
attributes of users are 21.27% primary, 18.36%0 middle school, 28.59%
matriculation, 10.54% intermediate, 10.14% graduate, 1.81% post graduate
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and 2.05% professionals. Out of these only 31.28% of the‘ users res1dz
farther than 1.5 miles from the library [15]. The constraints that ar

. 7 3
significant are the ones suggested by the World Information Report, 192
98, quoted by Dasgupta [10]:

w7 The bulk of the population is not information-dependent in day-
to-day work and living

' : ' ation
w A large proportion of the population cannot consume inform
in written form

. . . 111S to
w The vast majority of the population does not have the me
access information

w  People in general are not accustomed to pay, cannot .Pﬂy - ii
unwilling to pay for information as it does not fioure 1in thetr
of wants , oth
% The existing pattern of economic activities does not favour a gro®
in information consumption
W

_ | . nvest in infra”
The countries do not have sufficient capacity to invest !
structure development

- f

The second point raises enough justification for the 1-’16(365.516}}(:6

information in non-written forms like audio, video, and mulumedl-a'biliw

advent of computer and information technology has yielded the avaﬂi t i;

of all these forms into one computer-amenable form. Perhaps tlagies

the reason why we should explore the adoption of these new _t?ChnO Oan
for de]jvering public library services to a large mass of illitera’®

Jed
semiliterate populace, a dy pro¥
to the reading public,

part from improving the services presen

2 IT Applications in Libraries: National Status

. ientions
The special research and academic libraries attached to premier ! nology
were the forerunners of ado ountry

Cﬂlea
: _ . ges large 5%
1s almost a decade since the spread of such activities on 4 - i1

. 1S
concentrating essentially on three counts. The pfllmﬂlfy mter\f;trk like
computerising the routine house keeping aspects of hbfﬂ?ff co client™
acquisition and processing of reading materials, and their lc‘:ﬂdlﬂégitmt Price
Similarly the spectalised journals generally bought at an exog a‘S librasy
are propetly managed with the help of programs terme only rof?
automation packages. Such packages are now available not s frofm
private firms (e.g, TLMS, LibSys, Libratian, PALMS, etc.) but
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not-for-profit institutions (e.g- SOUL, Sanjay, CDS/ISIS, etc.) at affordable
prices with pick and choose options. The Electronic Delivery of Infor-
mation promoted the arrival of online information hosts (which unfot-
tunately have not made the desired impact as they are expensive due to
telecommunication problems and charges) and CD-ROM databases.
Secondary databases and reference books were disseminated predominantly
in CD-ROM which forced a large number of libraries to subscribe to
1nd service them. Some libraries made their frequently used CD-ROM
databases available on the local network with the help of CD lowers,
juke boxes or software tatlor made to copy CD data into high capacity
hard disc servers. The last five years has been significant for IT services
in the country as a result of the spread of Internet and web culture
for all areas of human endeavour and librarians were next to none in
exploiting the virtues of net for information processing and servicing.
The net with its enormous information contents provided the first landing
point for reference librartans whenever they have a query not answerable
with the local resources. Primary publishers force libraries to recetve web
editions of journals and other information sources, as an alternative or
supplement of print subscriptions. Creating web sites and keeping Online
Public Access Catalogues (OPACs) accessible through the site facilitated
efficient networking of libraries and resource sharing among them. Though
the networking of libraries like CALIBNET (Kolkata), DELN ET (Delht),
networks in few other cities, INFLIBNET (national and educational) and
other means of resource sharing like Inter Library Loan (ILL) started

before the spread of Internet, the net fastened meeting most of the
nd techniques. The special research and

o migrate tO New technology 1initiattves

objectives with its vital tools a
academic libraries were forced t
for the following treasons:

W Retrieval of subject based information has become very crucial and
the manual means of handling the constantly growing collection
found more demanding on time and other resources

W Cost versus allocation gap forced many libraries to cut subscriptions
and acquisitions demanding them to network and 'collaborate‘

¥e Electronic information preferred ovet print due to the widely competing

work environment and ease of use

3 IT intrinsic Public Library Services

Ratings (HAPLR) consider the

hied measures: expenditure per
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Hennen’s American Public Library
following 15 attributes with different weig



. ] : er capita
capita - 3, percent budget to materials - 2, materials TPZ?]din;repP;rio dicals
~ 2 full time employed (FTE) staff per 1,000 population - slation (low

. ' ita - 1, cost per circu .

per 1000 residents - 1, vol}lmes per capi over . 2. circulation Per
to high) - 3 visits per capita - 3, collectlo.n tummef ,Ce ——
FTE Staff Hour - 2, circulation per capita - 2, R Tf‘%nn o wigit = 1
2, circulation per hour - 2 visits per hour - 1,‘c1rcu a.uiclfded becaus€
Ir;ternet, electronic services and audiovisual serwc?s arfi e o meaniﬂgful
there is simply not enough data from enough ]j})fﬁl;es Clic libraties in
comparison [17]. By May 1998 approximatel f‘86 /0 0 Ii’uf 3.8 kbps
US. will have an Internet connection (of varying speeds fro qlation with
to 1.54 mbps), which serve approximately 97% of th.'ifl Poni 1991, John
an average annual expenditure of $32,104 [16]. _Iﬂ 'AP“ -JIL)I lic Libraties
Smith conducted a survey on the state of networking in UK Pu ome form
and 99 out of 167 replied of which 92 used computershol‘7o 1or sed
of information technology and 51 used CD-ROMs. Of t - sue systems
a mint or mainframe computer used it for cataloguing (67) ?rAlie’l NetWOfk
(64) and (37) used it for OP AC. 24 claimed ta use a Loca \ron Network
(LAN) and three tespondents claimed use of 2 private \‘Vlde aly 37 made
(WAN). Of the 50 where the local authority had a \TVAN © ccess (12);
use of it for access to financial information (18), mainframewer_e . wide
and general intersjte communication (11). Although thete 1200 /2400
range of modem Speeds indicated two preferred ones Weremachine, 53
and 9600. A very high fraction (81) had access to a Fax s indicated;
were using electronic mail, and over half (49) of the responden

ng
Vofkl

: : . : " e 0OF newy

they had definite plans for in troducing new telecommunication

in the next few years [18].

Internet connec
(2400 bps - 28.8 kbps

phone line, ] Ntegrate

: low-—Speed
= , . viZ.,
UVvity can be achieved in three ways

: h an
) dial-up access using a modem throug

vide
r-pro
account): Accesses a vendot-p CP/

tocol .
ected to the Internet. As the Pfose grﬂph cﬂl
the terminal will not be able to L\lveb thrcrugh
cape or Explorer but can use the

ic 1m
like Lynx and can also use electron

w  Teriminal Access (VI-100 shell

host computer conn
IP stops at the host,
browsers such zs Nets
text-based browsers
and ftp.

% Workstation SI[p (
to Point Protocol)

nt
¢ PP (Polfl

: ; O OIS
Serial Line Internet Protocol) tO

.‘16
cal Intert
Access: Allows to use gfaphlca
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such as packet video teleconferencing and multimedia access to the

World Wide Web.

w Internet Gateway Access: Some commercial on-line services like
America Online offer users a graphical interface in front of a terminal
connection to the Internet. Thus packet video and other applications
requiring TCP/IP will not work in this configuration.

In contrast to dial-up access, leased line connectivity will always
include TCP/IP, facilitating library to run sophisticated software, access
packet video, and execute Web enabled services [5]. Depending on the
resources and infrastructure of library, there can be two levels of Internet

involvement [5]:

v Internet Access: How the library will be connected to/can access
the Internet? Costs include the purchase of workstations/terminals,

modems/cabling/e-mail accounts, monthly access fees, and telecom-

munications charges.
P Internet Service: Internet services like setting up Web servers,

preparing and making available library-specific resources such as
local databases and images on the Internet. Costs include that for
research and development, staff, and technology in support of such

services.

3.1 Saga of American Center and British Council

Though on a limited scale, the country can boast of the presence
of a few libraries practising state-of-the-art public Library work, two such
institutions that are operating on the national level being the American
Center and British Council. The American Information Resource Centers
(AIRCs) provide information about the United States, its people, and its
policies to promote mutual understanding, culture and information ex-
change with India. These libraries (located in Kolkata, Chennai, Mumbai,
and New Delhi) are open to people from all walks of life for referegce,
research and borrowing facilities. Generally, four types of memberships:
individual, temporary, distance (for people residing in adjoining areas whf—:_re
the library is located), and institutional are offered. The collecn011§ consist
of multidisciplinary American books, journals and referenc'e m;%terlals, .S
government publications, and think-tank reports. The fouF hl:_)rarles t.ogether
have a collection of about 82,721 books, 586 print periodicals with over
21,000 journals in electronic format, 2,425 videocassettes, and subscriptions

to leading American newspapers. Apatt from print, informatto
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in several electronic formats like, CD-ROMs, online databases and Internct:

: ; one
based databases; and reference queries are answered through teleph tlé
. . . t 1

fax, mail, or e-mail. The OP AC allows sharing resources amongs

four libraries. Several commercial and government online service

as, Dialog (over 500 databases), OCLC First Search (1‘1’101?@ .than }5_?:
databases), ProQuest Direct (over 400 full-text periodicals and l?ibhogfﬂp fnr
data for about 1600 periodicals and newspapers) etc., are being used {0
value-added - information access [7].

The British Council is Britain’s international network for educ "
science and technology, culture and development services by hﬁmessni
information and knowledge initiatives, industries and networks for muf}:ler
benefit. It also aims to promote information about the UK tO o
countries on the core subject areas of education, English language teﬂCtheg;
arts, science, governance and civil society. The British Council opﬁ‘iﬂ rf'::
in the country a network of thirteen libraries (in Ahmedabad, Bang?l;e\;
Bhopal, Chandigarh, Chennai. Hyderabad, Kolkata, Lucknow, hium?alj est
Delhi, Patna, Pune, and Thiruvananthapuram), which is the Council’ lali-‘f1 -
operation in the world and run jointly with the Indian Council .for L don
Relations (ICCR). These libraries provide access to British iflforn;aoks,
and culture to a large body of professionals and students. Besides . ;reﬂ’s
journals and training videos, most of the libraries also stock ChﬂOMS,
books, home videos and electronic information resources like CD-R 1ces
multimedia and on-line subscriptions. Some of the important -
offered include, lending books/journals/videos, reference, info

rmﬁﬂon
ey GOs)
about Britain, internet access, indev (Development Network for NG-

BLDSC International Book

ﬂtioﬂ:

|

Loan, educational counselling, | (re,
’ on Ceﬂ

ook promotion, business Informat
to opinion formers and decision RkeS, Enewal
copying, library orientations, video screenings, interlibrary _—1° ;ildrefl*
of items over the telephone/ e-mail, programmes for members flﬂd €

sale of withdrawn books, electronic ‘Current Awareness ;erV’_ g wol
Internet awareness programme for members. Most of these l1bra?fé)‘;l (oﬂly

trom 11 AM to 7 PM and possess variable number of Coueciuoﬁmﬂtelf
one h ‘

as over 60000, five of them with about 30000, three with app?
25000, and the remaining in between 6000-15000) [8]- in the

about British €xaminations, b
proactive information

. J
1C€ >

| o A1
The American Center and British Council libraries fﬂlhzigde such
genre of public libraries in the country would be able tO e
distinctive services as 2 result of:
of

o . ch
Assimilation of the state-of-the-art practices and €
information work
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w Result-oriented and service-driven management
A Their clientele, being the upper crust of the Indian society who
are able to pay slightly higher service charges and who more

responsive to access the sophisticated facilities

W Continuous weeding out of collection (though the total collection
being small) ensures relevance and higher use rate

%  Better pay and service conditions lure the best professionals in India

to work for them

4 Pragmatic Application of IT for Public Library Work

The Department of Culture through the Central Secretariat Library
(CSL) has laid down standards for library development software and
networking as well as for bibliographic description to ensure standardization
both in infrastructural development as well as retro-conversion of library
catalogue in machine-readable format [9]. Similar exercises were also
conducted by several library networks mentioned earlier, and perhaps the
public library movement can seriously think of accepting one or many
such systems for their in-house data management. The onus of creating

and maintaining databases can be assigned first to the vast spectrum of
public libraries, maybe first up to taluka level and later on can be passed
on to all the individual libraries depending on the penetration of technology
and staff expertise available to them. Since the collection and other
resources are duplicating, data management at any level will not be a
problem, if efforts will be put on formulating puidelines on authority
control and data validation. Maybe all libraries 1n one taluka can host
the same union catalogue with proper identification of the individual
holdings guiding even the uset of a title demanded in the near proximity.
CD-ROM titles in Indian languages have not picked up the desired number,
barring few attempts on rourist and business information 2], but there

exists chances for such procurement for international reference sources
the television boom, there

like dictionaries, encyclopaedias, etc. During
with TV sets to disseminate

was a programme to provide public libraries
[t can be thought of in this

government information with entertainment.
computer crazy time, to provide public libraries with multimedia PCs.

Significant attempts are underway to improve the telephone density 1n
the country and it is a good move o provide telephones in public libraries.

Not only these phones act as community telephones where such provistons
lack; they can also be used for dial-up Internet connection. There are

also certain untapped networks, which can be explored for public library
networking like the satellite based network of National Informatics Centre
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. Nigam
(NIC) which connects all the districts, network of VI#EShpSSZf;;rS (IgPS)
Limited (VSNL), and those of private Internet Service _‘ ? et
like Satyam. RRRLF is having matching grﬂﬂ_t schemes \(;CR <ets and
to state, central and district libraries to acquire W—cgm- L low the
cassettes for educational purposes, and assistance to hbrarl}ebse i
district level for increasing accommodation” [3]. Some of tf‘ler omputet
could be extended or modified to frame similar schemes f998-99: ouf
and communications infrastructure in public libraries. I; e oare and
country exported $2.6 billion or Rs. 10940 crOFES of I 'dsin 5 million
services to 91 countries.... T industry has a potential of previ do%l Lt about
jobs and $50 billion in the next 10 years [4]. Tl.ler'e is no o fer in
the constructive work, assistance and support this 1ndusuy informﬂdo "
wiring our public libraries to systematically upgrade the liteFaJY, g ad
consumption of a large chunk of the population, A e Zlhra pradesh,
semi-urban areas. Some of the sate governments ]_d;e An thusiastic
Tamil Naduy, Karnataka, Maharashtra, etc. are pursuing an €1

. 1011
jstratl
. . 8 he ad[nlﬂ ;
agenda towards migrating to e-governance and making t

such initiatives

the
of

- ; somec

The dpproximate cost elements incurred to set up

IT based facilities in the public library system include:

A Local Library

Al Non-Remm’rzg

A Hardware: Mutimedig PCs @ Rs. 35000 (The number

' serV
be bought fequired must be based on the P ullat;;)tﬂone for 2
the library. But it should be nothing less tban at 36 for the villag
users visiting the library at one point of time. 2-

h
. oug
o r wlth en .
library, 10 for the Taluk library, 20-30 or a mini serve bet tO beg”
terminals for the district

with) @ Rs 105000

ke Communications

Rs. 10000 e @ Rs. 10
% Training and Education for library staff/volunte

. : - afe
and state libraries 1s a sa

4 Modem @

ion a
Hardware: Telephone connectt

000

A2 Reczfrrz'ng

anfl
5000 pef
W Communication and Internet Access Fees @ RSE;O%O per annu
W PFacilitieg Upgrades and Maintenance @ Rs. 2
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Total for one Local Library for both recurring and non-recurring:

Rs. 175000
Total for approximately one lakh Local Library for both recurring

and non-recurring: Rs. 1750ctrores

B Taluka Library

B/ Non-Recurring
v Hardware: Mutimedia PCs @ Rs. 35000 (The number of PCs to

be bought required must be based on the population served by
the library. But it should be nothing less than at least one for 10
users visiting the library at one point of time, 2-3 for the village
library, 10 for the Taluk library, 20-30 or a mini server with enough
terminals for the district and state libraries is a safe bet to begin
with) @ Rs 350000

% Library Automation and other Software (@ Rs. 50000 (this may be
required only up to District/Taluk level)

%  Communications Hardware: Telephone connection and Modem

@ Rs. 20000
%  Training and Education for library staff/volunteers @ Rs. 20000

B2 Recurring
¥¢  Communication and Internet Access Fees (@ Rs. 40000 per annum

%  Faciliies Upgrades and Maintenance @ Rs. 40000 per annum

Total for Taluka Library for both recurring and non-recurring: Rs.
420000 Total for approximately 5000 Taluk Library for both recurring

and non-recurring: Rs. 210 crores

C District Library

Similatly by considering 2-3 times increase for the District Library,
total for both recurring and non-recurring: Rs. 840000 to Rs. 1260000

Total for approximately 550 District Library for both recurring and
non-recurring: Rs. 70 crores

D State Library

7.3 times increase for the State Library,

Similatly by considering
Rs. 2-4 crores

total for both recurring and non-recurring:
Total for the state libraries: Rs. (29X4 % 6X2)= Rs. 123 crores
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D7 Special Expenses needed at the State level |

w  Content and Resource Development: State level digital information
facilities can be formulated in phases as derived from copyright free/l
copyright paid contents reflecting the literature, culture, educa.tloﬂ.’c;l
and government information pertaining to the state. Since this Wi
be a continuous process, considerable resources need to be spent
and earmarking a few crores of rupees at the state levell fff_)m
governments concerned departments might be a good begi@ﬂiﬂg
(@Rs. 10 crores by each state, Rs. 2 crores by each union territor}s
Total @ Rs. 302 crores). | f

w  Program Planning, Management, and Staffing: Recruitment Od
specialists well versed in information and communication is‘ require
to etficiently administer and ably pursue IT enabled public hbf"zy
system and services. Such personnel can be recruited aF th? elﬂve);
level officer grade of state @ Rs. 1.5 -2 lakhs, up to district 11'6 ¥
forcing them to supervise the operations to certain viable decentrais
mode (Total @ Rs. 11 Crores).
Total for all in A, B, C & D: Rs. 2466 Crores

Since the exact number of libraries in different levels is not kﬂo}:?ej
the amount assessed may be arbitrary, as it has been difficult to curnur e
the expenses for the required number. Considering the bulk Of_ resoli‘farcj
the central, state and local governments used to spend for soctal we

. . 'l. mObﬂjSed
education, health and family welfare, resources can be easils
to spend on these lines

5 Conclusion

ﬂ.-
: o _ . o nd €O
Information, Communication and Entertainment (ICE), 2

; T informa
vergence are the buzzwords in computer, communications and 11

t1o01}

for
, | , . ntres
technology nowadays. Since public libraries being the nerve C€ sing the
. : . . ' O
spreading socio-cultural information that can be used for impr mmes

quality of life, much needs to be done in restructuring the progtia. Out
and plans for upgrading the public library system in tbe coun zamme
public libraries can be turned to better public libraries 1f. the}f eiiﬂ the
the management, statfing, and performance of special hbrflrles |
country and libraries run by the British council and Ameleaﬂ RRRLF
Some of these objectives can be better realised if bodies like ovider®
can commission some software development firms and nem_vork Pre o
to evolve an action plan to improve the range of public library St
and reach of public library system using such a cost effective
[T to enable the information age in the country.
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Public Libraries for Science Awareness:
Towards an Action Plan

\_-_———

P.R. Goswami

Introduction

: otplact
. | an essential component of the market}?ﬁ”v
of ideas. [Galheg1 2005:1] This Statement is PerhﬁPS frue in case of sOCIAH

advanced western countries like USA and UK where there is an ela}?orati
provision for public ]jbrary service. [n India, public library Sef"icei 1 1.10ﬂ
fully state owned. Only 16 states have so far enacted library Iégﬁlaui}’-
y Services in Many of the states are rather U“SQUSfﬂ?ihe
due to inadequate and incomplete social policy ©

low levels of taxation, 1 as 2
. < ) ) . ) e . n
social services are locked into a vicious citcle; 2

- . "1]. pOHCY'
consequence, political leg1t1rr13cy is entirely delinked from socit
[UUNRISD 2007:8)



However, libraries, in general, are treated as a merit good;' and they
are deemed as a social capital.? In socially advanced states like Kerala
and West Bengal, there are public libraries attached to clubs and Informal
Local Governance Institutions (ILGI) which are prevalent in most of
rural India in some from or other. ILGI’s are highly institutionalized and
they embody stable, recurring and valued behaviour patterns. In varying
degrees, ILGI’s in India resolve disputes, keep peace, assist the unfortunate,
finance and support temples, organize religious and social festivals, help
develop social infrastructure and resources; and also influence how the
village is represented at higher political level. [Ananthpur 2007:402]

Public libraries in India have a limited function. Most of them own
printed material in the form of books, periodicals, newspapets etc. mainly
for recreational reading. They also support both individual and self
conducted education as well as formal education at various levels. Members
of the public libraries are allowed to borrow books and use reading rooms.
The Public Library Manifesto released by the IFLA and UNESCO says “The
Public Library, the local gateway to knowledge, provides a basic condition
for lifelong learning, independent decision making and cultural development
of the individual and social groups’. [UNESCO 1994] Another publication
The Public Library Service: IFLA/UNESCO Guidelines for Development says
“The primary purposes of the public library are to provide tesources and
services in a vatriety of media to meet the needs of individuals and groups
for education, information and personal development including recreation
and leisure. They have an important role in the development and main-
tenance of a democratic society by giving the individual access to 2 wide
and varied range of knowledge ideas and opinion’. [IFLA 2001] Public
libraries also have an important social role. A library is a public space

and a meeting place; bringing people into contact with other members

of the community.

The purpose of this paper s t
that are spread all over the country can promote peop
of science: inculcate scientific temper among the citizens, par -
sensitise them with benefits of scientitic
lebrating 60 years of 1its independence,
with its vibrant economy, a large

ticularly those

living in the countryside, and

approach. India, which ts now ce
has perhaps an impressive growth story

——

1 Economists apply the term merit goods to those goods
considers to have special merit but that might be produce
if left to private hands.

2 Social capital is all about the way citizen

to trust each other. Democracy flourishes in those societies W o
' e i roups etc.
active in volunteer associations — schools, hospitals, clubs, business group
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and services that society
d in insufficient quantity

s cooperate, form groups haz.ad begin
where citizens are



pool of scientific manpower and successes in the arena of scien o
. - V b
are often marked with subtle references to backwardness in g

starvation death, continuing water and power shortages +etC-_Lﬂfg(; izr:
of population are in the ‘bliss of ignorance’ living with 1.r1'at10n:11 - el
An eminent scientist Professor C.N.R. Rao has rightly said Flmt 5c1er1r -
have to deliver the message of science to everyone in India and tr} ot
help inculcate scientific temper everywhere. While it is partly a Inanflgjgfved
problem, there is also need for good scientists and educators to be in

in this social revolution. [Ra0:2007:13]

1. Science and Society

In India, there are several science based voluntary organizations rtrl:ii:
have taken lead in matters of science and technology COmmU“iCﬂ_Ufn'SKh)
science policy Resolution of 1958 and the introduction of Af‘tlc e mper
in the Indian Constitution revegls the importance of scientific tiishad
in Indian society. The Rashtriya Vigyan Evam Prodyogiki Sanchar " aged
(RVPSP) in the Department of Science and Technology has been ;ngcfosf*
in all facets of science communication for the past 25 [ s has
cultural study conducted under the aegis of RVPSP every six year foue
revealed that there is an increase in the level of people’s underStiidies,
of science. This organization also encourages research and impact > 1rage
development of communication material for different media. To e:ﬂ Cs(iience
science education and research, RVPSP is also organizing Childrens roup
Congress for the past 15 years. The students in the 10-18 gl ¥ fggest
form teams and work oq real problems from their locality and $ '

lysis of e
solutions using experimental skills, data collection and analys ets
wotk etc. The results are pres

in the language of their

choice. This programme is ]_31‘65‘311tly . o
in over 590 districts. The Organization also has a mass contact Pi_'ofce
te. Jatha’ designed to sensitise people on the issues of Sdemg su
development. And in order to sustain the euphoria generated duiters fot
programme, science libraries have been started as resource ;eRﬂiast
the communicators who lead the Jathas. The states of Kerala an

have started such resource centers. [Sinha 2()07:45-46! —

In addition there are Regional Science Councils in dlffﬁ‘; esearc
t0 promote the spread and utilization of scientific knowledge an note neW
Their main objectives are to identify, generate, utilize and pro! |arisati©
technologies relevant to the developmental needs of the state. POPL];e peopl_e
of science and spread of scientific temper and attitude among tologies 5
of the state; and to promote utilization of homegrown techn

hat!

¢ State’

1l
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also on the agenda of these state owned agencies. However, the most
important contribution of these Councils has remained in the area of
popularizing science among the people.

As regards the impact of such programmes, one can say that the
- crease in level of understanding of science needs to be much higher.
Low level of literacy and pre-occupation with meeting the basic needs
by a majority of population are hindering the increase in understanding
of science. Though print and electronic media have access to a major
chunk of rural population, commercial interests has reduced time slot
or space for science communication. On the contrary, private TV channels
are new showing programmes on magic healing, blind religious beliefs
and abnormal religious practices that normally defy all scientific reasoning,
In recent years many popular science magazines have folded up leaving
the field for only public funded initiatives. However, Radio Broadcasting
has so far been successful in transmitting science related programmes
particularly to farmer community. But, in a bid to attract more viewers,
state owned TV channels have also reduced their time for science-based

programmes. [Sinha 2007:438]

Though there has been sustained effort on the part of the gov-
ernment to popularize science, some hardline scientists believe that it 1s
2 meaningless programme and wastage of valuable time. This may not
be true if we consider that intetrface of science communicators with social
scientists, journalists, policy makers etc. is important to understand
transdisciplinary subjects like science and ethics; or stimulate discussion
on alternative science. Social scientists advocating alternative science ate
deeply concerned with violence perpetuated through modern western
science. They have strongly criticized modern western science for its extreme
use of reason directed towards extreme use of violence. Some scholars
have vehemently argued for lternative sciences that are non-dualists (i..e.
not meant for dual use) and without the above mentioned characteris@cs
of modern science. They have also explored possibilities of aﬁh:ernaufe
sciences that exemplify a non-violent and non—vivisect%onist ipohtlcs. Shiv
Viswanathan, one of the prolific writers on alternative science Says:

“These movements (i.e. ecological or civil rights movemelnts)
he finest challenges to the specific regime.
a repressive regime,
e often ecologt-
[Viswanathan

inaugurate one of t
They pinpoint that rationalist science 18

that tribal cultures and peasant agricultunst ar

; 2 P
cally more sound than the modern sclentst .

1977:47]
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There is certainly a cause for propagation of alternative scie
particularly in rural areas. As observed by Shiv Viswanathan:

“Our science should have begun in the forest or in our fields

..... Botany is a gentle science. It may be a better model for
government than Plato or Machiavelli”. [Viswanathan 1997:211]

: ; ; ; ; gs tO
In village India, some have interest in science but no acce |
ic |i ' : sl ' OoOwWl-

knowledge. Public libraries can help to provide access to scientific kn

edge and create an environment to sustain such knowledge.
2. Information Campaigns to Raise Awareness

For the purpose of this Paper, one has to explore how public hbraﬂei
can intervene and play a leading role in promoting scientific te@Per Od
awareness among the citizens, Civil society groups are now actively involve r
In various ‘awareness’ of information dissemination campaigns all O¥¢
the country. Following is a definition of ctvil society:

Organisations — including movements, networks, and other
entities — which are autonomous from the State, are not
mtergovernmental, or do not represent the private sectot, and
which, in principle, are non-pro ﬁt—making, act locally, nationa.lly,
and Internationally, in defence and promotion of social,

€conomic, and cultural interests, defence of human rights,
pPromotion of development objectives, and for mutual benefit

(http:/ /www. choike.org/nuevo_eng/informes/3551 html)
|Quoted in Chakraborty 2006:252]

- atiof);
The social activists and policy makers have stressed mforma of
acy and awareness campaigns at the community level, - " .whf to
eéncouraging people’s participation. One of the examples is Rig le of
Information campaign in India which primarily focused on th? -Tijatives
accessible information in improving civic services. Many of these in i A
have been transformed into information dissemination pfogfammels list
-omputer and communication mediated environment. A samp:

06:301-
of some of these programmes is given below: [Mukhopadhyay 20
02]

advoc
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No

Title

Tarahaat 1s a commer-
cially viable Internet
based information
service

E-choupal-ITC
launched this project

in the year 2000 for
rural masses

an
intranet based service
connecting rural cyber
cafes for catering to
the everyday needs

Gyandoot 1s

Information Village
Project of MS
Swamainathan Re-
search Foundation

(MSSRF)

Provider

www.tarahaat.com,
s a private sector
initiative with 31
TARA kendras in
different districts

of UP, MP and
Punjab

It 1s an initiative of
ITC with 4,100
choupals started in
six States (MP,
Karnataka, AP, UP,
Rajasthan and
Maharastra)

NIC provides this
setvice for the ru-
ral masses of Dhar
district in MP with
support from Dis-
trict Administration

MSSRF connected

ten villages near

Pondicherry by a
hybrid wired and

wireless netwotk to
deliver knowledge
to poor in elec-
tronic form

Types of Information

Health, Livelihood, Fi-
nance, Agriculture, Em-
ployment, Natural Re-
sources, Education, Mes-
sage Service, Rural Mar-

ket Information, Food &
Dairy, etc.

Emphasis of ITC e-
choupals is on Rural
Marketing Information
Services. It offers such

Services through 4 Por-
tals

Services of Gyandoot
includes Email Service in

Hindi, Govt. Scheme

[Information., Rural Em-

ployment, Govt. Forms,
Rural Marketing Informa-
tion,

IFducation and

Training, Local News and
Newspaper Clipping Set-
vices, Agriculture and

Forestry, and Matrimo-
nial, etc.

It 1s well organized da-
tabase driven Community
Information Service of
MSSRFE arranged under
following major groups-
Current Information,

Govt. Programmes, Cit1-
zen Charters, Agri. &
Animal

Husbandry,

P.R. Goswam: | 45



R ——
Health, Education and

I General Information

+ Bhoomi is an e-gov- It 1s a joint project Bhoomi project covers
D project of of Karnataka Gov- databases of 20 million
special type. Bhoomi ernment and Gov- Land Records of 6.7

is designed to serve ernment of India. million landowners in 170
l land records to people Taluks of Karnataka. It
Land

provides access to
Records as and when

required, facilities of
Online Updating and
Printing of Land Records
| at the time of demand I

st —— e e B —

ould
f

A close scrutiny of the services provided under these schemes W
reveal that these are mostly need based information services. 23 few ©
thm? do provide bits of ‘science’ information to the rural masses. HOWeve"
public libraries are largely left out of these programmes. A limited V€%
of public library as a storehouse of books and journals and as 4
for reading, coupled with unwillingness on the part of librarians t©

artici ' : e . o 11
.p : i a‘te 1N community activities have made them ‘institutions workifs
in 1solation’

place

; : ; ' 3 31‘*-
A strategic intervention of Public libraries in ‘awareness ©OFf P

ticulatly in ‘science awareness’ programmes can be envisaged on the b2
of the tollowing ground realities: [Gurstein 2000] st
w  The technology-based initiatives often bring a wave of Opdmisnc
social expectations. For 2 long time, we were of the view that -the
information revolution would change every aspect of soci. hfet;
w  ICT is only a tool and it is the society that has to decide wrhelrf‘-’»
and how to use them. It has been said that dust settles OV€’ i
hype of ICT le

ve Physical communities continue to provide the context in which Pe°F
raise their families, educate their children, ensure their heﬂlth,aﬂ
well-being and influence the management of their civic affalrs;l-'

W A virtual community is an ‘abstract information — theoreﬁcal -
mrﬂuﬂlty

struct” generated by the use of ICT whereas a physical €O

s 2 web of social relations and potentialities.
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A public library is a social space; a community run organisatien; anc% in
many socially advanced states, it is a part of ILGIs. Net\fverkleg aﬂblhlty
of such an institution goes a long way in promoting participation in its
activities. Science awareness programmes based on local aspirations and

needs and backed by a strategic action plan can be organized. A brief
outline of contents of such programmes is given below:

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

Devising new ways of generating, sharing and managing scientific
information relating to forest, wildlife and biodiversity resources;
involving local educational institutions, N GO, and civ
activists regardless of the level of their formal
libraries can institute such a ‘share and infor
tacilitate’ approach which is somewhat contra

command approach’ of the forestry estab
country. [Gadgil 2007:2067]

il society
education. Public
m’, ‘promote and

Iy to ‘control and
ishments of the

campaign and provide accurate knowledge about
reduce the risk

disease.

A public library can prov
to develop

it. This can
of individuals contracting or spreading this deadly

ide Opportunities to innovative citizens

new products, equipments/tools, remedies
etc. based on their skills

Innovation Foundation
quarters at [IM,
60,000 grass root

to disease
or traditional knowledge. The Natonal

(NIF), established in 2000 with its head
Ahmedabad has created 1 database of

over
innovations and indigenous

working in a ‘food for work’ programme. Even common man
can do creative work. They can map knowledge, they can be
used to create contents for folk songs that can be downloaded
trom the Internet for 4 fee, and also can create ethnic food,

herbal medicine etc. which can be sold to the world. [Times
of India Feb.19, 2007:13)
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community. They can organize discussions, competitions (quiz
programmes) and film shows to increase awareness for envi-
ronmental protection among students and the general public.
Moreover the libraries can disseminate the results of the various
research projects done under the aegis of Regional Science
Councils. For example, Punjab State Council of Science and
Technology (PSCST) has done projects like (a) impact of suntlower
cultivation on environment; (b) air, water and soil borne pollution
in Amritsar etc. [Chadha 2000:3474] Major findings of these
projects can be widely disseminated through wall posters, leaflets
and discussion/seminars by the Public libraries.

(e) Public libraries can organize awareness programme for families
and farmers who rely on agriculture for their livelihood. Major
advances in Indian agricultural science can be presented before
them in a discussion mode. Advances in hybrid seed varieties,
plant protection, developing plant types to suit various agro-
ecological and management conditions, (e.g. dry land fﬂl‘ﬂﬁﬂg)s
development of triple gene dwarfs in wheat, composite varieties
of maize etc. [Rao 1985:131] can be discussed for increase 1
total productivity of crops. However, science is not only a mattet
of systematic procedure. Rather, one can say that it 1s 2 gystert.
of continuous open scrutiny of the procedures being employed
towards a given set of objectives. |

(t) Public libraries can also provide a space for or participate >
capacity building projects particularly in rural areas where SCi_eﬂCe
and technology competence is at low level due to flawed educatio’
system. Capacity building is defined as the process of developis

- - = . - e
and strengthening the skills, abilities and processes that on
urVIVea

nal

(individuals, communities and organizations) needs to SUt
adapt and thrive in the fast changing world. As 2 policy, highe!
education in India is designed to impart knowledge, but t11§r6
appears to be little emphasis on critical thinking, problem solving
or technical skills. Public libraries can organize cOom .
building programmes particularly in the area of ICT ﬂPPhCﬂuon'
Such programmes have a market in the era of e--go‘ﬂinﬂﬂcei
Today, e-governance is not merely a phrase as governments nov‘;
use ICT as a means to achieve a more effective delvery 7

government service and good governance to citizens.

}Jeteﬂce"

o ence
Apart from these, public libraries can take up the cause of sci

promotion by a conventional method; by distributing science prim
advocating the use of scientific knowledge in one’s daily lives SU€

ers; a1}

h 28
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use of OR

for getting igji{ t.hG 'treatrnent of diarrhoea and use of simple methods

the public librg _rmkll’lg water. etc. While taking up prornotional activities,

enterprises. Theﬂzs " required to adopt main principles of scientific

of all authori y are (i) open access to all facts and inferences

all interested L) C_)thel' than that of empirical facts and (iti)
parties to question all assertions as to

(ii) rejection

3. Pubh
C ]'_4'|I . e .
ibraries: An Action Plan for Science Awareness

. A suj ¢ ;
in order toltable strategic action plan’ has to be devised by public libraties
of public ﬁbE;:O_Pﬂgﬂte popular science among masses. At present visibility
mostly work i:e's ik social hub or community organisation is low. Librar!
GO, activi isolation; and there 1s hardly any coot inat
Machinery in Bt Eroups, extension workers and libr
Officia] pro unwieldy, dealing with 2 much mote unwie
gramme (e.g. sclence awareness campaign) Of

may
appear
to
does. Tg avoid bf_a Ea3G of one hand not knowing wha
this, 1t 1s essential to have proper issue~based integration |

OF Epvrerdt. o
. OOCI)(;;nziltton of departments
_ 1cial _ ' :
Statisticq] ﬂgznd'ata on public libraries are normally not pubhshed by the
cies. Statistical Abstract, pub]ished by the states |

lib
egislati
on does not contain library statistics

rEcent N
SS
O Report has a table on the numbet O
. in different states O

DVer
the
C
ountry. [wwwrrrlf.ﬂic.in]

: An act
in on plan for public libraries conte %

SCie
programme caf be drawnl involving



Table: Outline of An Action Plan for Public Libraries Promoting

Science Awareness

Step 1

a. Creating a platform
for science awareness
programme.

b. Increasing visibility of
public libraries by involv-
ing leaders/heads of
[LGI’s, school teachers,
parents of students etc.
in the programme.

c. Urging people to pat-
ticipate 1n small groups
to discuss day to day
agriculture, health and
other related problems
that require science and
technology based solu-
tions

d. Volunteer based cam-
paign to sensitise people
about the benefits of
scientific knowledge and
evils of superstition,
magic healing and other
abnormal religious prac-

tices.
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Step 2

a. Content development
in public library for sci-

ence awareness.

b. Collection of science
primers, leaflets etc.
from different agencies;
1.e. regional science cen-
ters, state resource cen-
ters, agriculture exten-
sion workers.

c. Developing a collec-
tton of 8’ X 57 cards
recording traditional
scientific knowledge of
the local people on the

basis of results of group
discussion.

d. Recording the major
findings of science re-
lated local research
projects e.g. soil survey
reports, reports on lo-

cally available medicinal
plants etc.

e. Developing a small
collection of laboratory
/demonstration equip-
ments and scientific in-
struments that are
needed to do experi-
ments.

Step 3

1. Demonstration and
training to local volun-
teers/school students
who want to join the

advocacy campaign.

b. Invitation to volun-
teers/extension workers
and others to make th'e
locality/village as a ¢
ence vﬂlage/ town W'ith
small enterprises using
indigenous technology:




in 2 -A Joint Use library (JUL) can certainly prove to be more eff.ec:tive

(us S(Eence avfar eness programme. In western countries, this typcf: of. hb'rary

hasua ’ combining a public library on the site of an educational institution)

is chXIStEd tor nearly a century; and the most common type of JUL

JUL.: school housed public library. Following are the advantages of the
* [Bundy and Amey 2006:502-03]

A - :
Allows efficient use of public money; staff costs may be sl'lzlwﬁed
between two authorities; building and other phys1cal facilities
" may be provided more cost effectively. |
Provides a2 oreater quantity and higher quality of couectlonz
S€rvices and facilities than 1s possible with separate services an
& Small budgets.
Promotes greater community interaction by prov1d1ng a (:on‘::—1
Munity focal point and enhanced social capital through 1nCrease
. “Ommunity engagement. -
PfOVldes mote avenues for promotion of library services DY
1 .
& _nvOlVlng school teachers and students. e
f\HOWS more flexibility in providing and obtaining resources
- - ' ova-
?aﬂets, ptimers, manuals for practice €tc. and making 1011
tons
W of
Increases  the community’s awareness and understanding
G : .
. Purrent educational practices. | lenpping
fomotes information literacy development and lifelong €2
act, ; unt
emphasi:%e of the main strengths of JUL 1s their strofig (.:ommtiveg
demons;t' hey can function as sites for intergenerational activities; ac e
: fate . : : ‘ fmﬁﬂon: )
“Atlon,] and - concept of lifelong learning; prov1d'e info deowd
nd hbrar-l cultural opportunities; facilitate closer ties betweer Pces to
furg) masl‘lan. Perhaps  the only way to bring public i Se:: school
' SE€S8 : : {stance
hbtaries_ would be to provide adequate financial assista
Ifl ‘ ortaﬂt
fole j tha - community, teachers of the local school have o 1mpamrne
i ; © society and their i £ Jwareness Progt
hkely t and their involvement in science s
O haVe 1 pOSitiVe I‘ESUlt. Dwaipaj?ﬂﬂ Bhattacharya W
“Th bout
¢ _ _ dee abO
Strany “Ome to resolve family disputes, take kno:wle o e
emerge Crop sickness, write official application® - etk
- sency credit, consult legal mattets, share gossips O = l
Jokes, Jndle technic?

ttis for this familiarity as well as ability to h
¥ that the teachers are routinely emPIOYe

P.R. Goswan: i 5
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government to collect data during the population census
operations ...... so the teachers reached out to the people
with their specialized knowledge and village work .... The

people developed reciprocal trust in the teachers™ [Bhattacharya
2001:678]

The concept ‘science’ might appear meaningless or irrelevant -
villager or a farmer; but the topics like nutrition, seed conservation, climatic
change are highly relevant for him. The awareness campaign ha§ to bf
designed by a public library keeping in view the level of social intelligence
of the village. It has been found that communication of even simple

reasonable hope of such information actually being retaine -
by people when deciding what actions are to be taken. [Banerjee 2007:13

4. Concluding Remarks

There is a strong belief among policy makers and developlﬁezs
planners that the participation of local communities in public Ser:vllc is
is instrumental in achieving desired goals. Public library SEfVi(fe wanES
basically a support service is normally assigned low priority ACY
stakeholders. In recent years, there is a spurt in information ade‘;Oﬂ
and awareness campaigns at the village level. The Right to Informathey
Act (2005) has also provided an opportunity to public libraries. NF)V-V to
can acquire, organize and disseminate relevant information pertainii® 0
public agencies to the local community. Needless to say. useful bltsblic
scientific knowledge can be disseminated to the community bY - PL;JerS
libraries; and a strategic action plan based on participation o mzmjend
can be drawn. The success of such a programme would largely ,\e}joiﬂt
on the mode of delivery as well as literacy level of the villagers - ndary
use library (JUL); i.e. a public library attached to a primaty ©* pocs
school can successfully launch a science awareness campaign 2%
can attract students, parents and members of the Communi_t y wledgt
are required to develop the ability to synthesise the scientific k;ob}
and present this synthesise in a format that can be absorbe

people.

S Ch-o @, ].S

P - . - u 1’li t}?

5 Soctal intelligence is defined as the organized capability of a natton szl " pan
to identify and solve their internal and external problems in 2 raptdty

world by effectively exploiting information sources.
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Table: Public Lib

(NSSO 2 07) rary Service Users (Paid) in Urban and Rural India

Name of
th
¢ State Numbers of Households

Reporting Expenditure
on Library charges
(Per thousad)

!w Rural Urbon

(O D W W W WL O

O S e il AV O e
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Uttaranchal

Andaman and Nicobar Island s 0
Chandigarh - ;-1
Dadra & Nagar Haveli s ’
Daman and Diu ”

Lakshadweep - =

Pondicherry

_ f India
Table: Number of Village Libraries in Different States O

(Vashist 2007 : 95-9¢)

—
i

Number of Libraries

in Villages

Name of the State

Total number
of inhabited
villages

Andhra Pradesh 26613 355 Village Libraries
1238 Gram Panchayat
576 Book Depo‘3lt

1 ibrari€s

3 Mobile Libraries Statio?

Goa 347 04

Guijarat 10866 | 6908

Karnataka 27481 10510 lerarleb#
| Maharashtra | 41095 | 2189- ‘C’ Category braries
| 3690- ‘D’ Category M

Mizoram 707 341
| Orissa 47529 1090

Tamil Nadu

589 Village [.ibraries 5
649 Part time [.ibrarie
12 Mobile Libraries

2174

West Bengal

Some of

ata
these libraties are not located in villages; 2
states are not available.
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Role of Public Libraries for

Science Awareness
u

Kanchan Kamila

1.1 C
Oncept and NeCeSSity

hEre . ;
8 Academzrii;anous types of libraries existing 1n the library sys
lik UNESCO Plr.‘i?)r]? Special Library, Public Library, €tc
- ia’-'y should be ) - :_Library manifesto, 1994 [8], proclaims: "t
O €nsure na¢ St?‘bhshed under the clear mandate of law, sO framed
on-wide provision of public library service”. Unesco belief

public I oA
: llbrary . living force for education, culture, and infot-
0 essential agent for the fostering of peace and spiritual

of T epufl};c ﬂle mi]flds of men and women.
knowledge bl_:ary is the local centre of information ma
and information readily available tO its users.

tem

king all kinds

The gt

a) It :;I 1Eutes of the public library may be stated thus:
b b) It Charnanced for most part out of pub]ic funds.
n g public ges no fees from readers and yet is opent for fuu i
tona without distinction of caste, creed Of S age religion,

tY: lan ua | |
guage or social status. Specific Services an
hatever reasol, use

the rovided
fegulay for those users who cannot, for W
norities, people

. W
- disabih?;;l ces and materials, for example, linguistic mi
rect:)rdltwould Se::;-l 560[)16 in hospital or prison. | -
Com > 18 secure. P 1t the place of library as a storehouse of the hlsmﬂcj
Come N many fo;mrowd‘?‘d that the library recognizes that such recores
tog ihto the libray ats and COHECFS them all, information S€€

y to use the material. It would seem tO

at
the ... PCOple w; .
W L - »
Widegt sense ill still use libraries to seek material for



to reduce their use of libraries are tbe
ho require factual information to assist
if that work can be either in the home,
ty.

The library System grew because the individual could not afford

to buy and store all the books he might need. With 2 change from print

: . : ; * _ ch
to electronic media the question again arises who will hold a key to su

information and the answer again should be libraries, amongst others [9].

1-2 New Shapes and ijts

Capturing the hearts
to do in the 21+ century, but
and reaching out tq

able to dernonstrate

related ISsues

of library users s what public libraries aim

it doesn’t stop there. Developing new services
local communities

1S not enough - libraries must be
this. Libraries have ‘0 prove that they can Chﬁﬂge
century society, and that they do listen

cover replacement COsts, upgrades, software

ption fees, etc. Special funding may provide the necessary
kick-start, byt Sustaining new

€quipments and Systems requires forward
Planning and flexible budgets,
Library

=S tend to be busier, Notsier places, and there
he quiet “Pace, books o

shelveg and solemn dignity
ary.
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The ‘Idea Store’ brand was launched in 1999, and has been hailed

as " .
ﬂag:h;gl‘ound t_)rtiﬂkmg .concept’ and ‘the future of urban libraries’. The
p store 1s In Whitechapel, East London, and 1s conveniently placed

for sh . .
Bm;vS hopiers in front of a Sainsbury’s food store The ‘Idea Store’ in
as been a success; it averages around 1000 visitors 2 day, compared

to 250- - _ o

—_ eg 300 in the old library building In Idea Store’ the visitors will

e it counter stern librarians Of ‘shelves of books’, .but a cafe. Books
st, but they are located around the cornet, €nl route to the children’s

play area.

1- "
2.2 Discovery Centres
Discovery Centres’ are Ham

enmo;?fnbel;ﬂg, people—fr%endly, with an entertain
DVDs and tctg meet friends and choose from the
their homm s‘and a study area for t‘
introducedework in peace. \Wherever pOssi ‘ |

encouraging customers to take 2 leisurely approach to using

th oy . .
e array of facilities. Technology will play a big patt in making Services

accessible. Where limited space prevents the physical presence of some
the People’s

facﬂj ‘ .
N ties, virtual access will be provided via the computers of
etwork”.
As for books, there are cla

hose who want to te

ble, cafes and creches will be

ims that they are being marginalized 10
e being removed tO make
s are being cul

i(}jace for cafes and rows of computers

IOuizy for electronic resources. 1hese gty go ! und and

- b- But public libraries have to modernize because libraries shogld

& y defined by the equipment they provide or the stock of mategals
n their shelves; libraties should be measured Dby the ices they deliver,

th ) :
e experiences they enable and tl
2 a

Science and Scientific Era

2.1 What is Science?
Science is a spirit of 6ﬂqujry b

It i ; & .

a = 8 '_"VaY of training and developing |

ccording to the ways and methods of observation and experlmentation,
in branc

SCiE:nce normauy means the main hes Of kﬂOWledge ﬁﬂd study of

Phys; . - ici

hysics, Chemistry, Mathematics, Biology Medicines, Geology, Geography,
and Astronomy etc. with objective consideration of facts, observation,
and validation of hypothesis t© arrive at a conclusion of law of science.
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2.2 Science Era

Sclence era began from ancient period. There was little scientific
knowledge and awareness in Stone Age. Renaissa

in 2 new hotizon in
by establishing the

and vice-versa.

nce in 15" century ushered
science through the work of Galileo and Copernicus

Helio-centric System that earth moved round the sun

eries have touched every

of life would have been impossible.

Now knowledge ¢mpowered person has the capability to know the

N primary, secondary and
liar with this sort of teaching
t science in informal settings,
nents. The first is the pubhc
the comprehension of scientific facts,
knowledge of the impact such facts,

; are alread - . b
having beeg, traine cady committed to the philosoph

al means. It is most often pursued
Ss1onal science



| lII‘] : e . .

and its sieni
si :
: g‘ml ]f}cance for personal, social and economic life
n rea - ] . .
fe. these convenient categories of understanding and awareness

blur int
nto one another. They are useful, howevet, in helping to make decistons

about all '
O '

s cation o.f resources. Increasing the public understanding of
eates an intelligent, informed and skilled group of people who

will a
Ct as 1
an extremely valuable resoutcCc for soc1ety. Iﬂcreasing pub]ic

awarene :

SS - :

of science is 4 much longet Teit project, but one that, if
.1 well- being as it creates

ful, can contribute enormously to sOCl
of scientific ideas and

unity that is confident in 1its possession

s hs :
appy to transmit that confidence to its children 2,4,3].

4 Why Science Awareness?

R . . .

el ine easons why science should be communicated tO the public generally

n 0 . " S . .

five categories - economic, utilitarian, democtratic, cultural, and
ance is often invisible

s far as the community 18 concerned, scienc

until : :
such time as people perceive 2 nee
emonstrate tO th

[t is the task of

the science communicatot tO d
such a need.

The reasons for

# Scientific awareness gives Us

in socio-economic transform

w It encourages research scientists and

of mankind.
% Tt makes us to question dogmas, superstition; etc. broadening

our outlook and aurturing progressive minds.
W Science awareness establishes scientific temper

W It enables us tO become self reliant.

science awareness are mentioned below.

knowledge and know

ation fot welfare of
creative min

5 .
Major Areas of Concetn

n for science awareness are:

The major areas of concet

5.

1 Water and Sanitation

‘ No fresh water—no future. Now 31 countries of the world accounting
or 8% of world’s population face 2 chronic watet problem. About 1.5

bluion PeOple globally do not have ACCESS to ixnproved water Supply souftce
any type of imptroved

Whorea-s 2.5 billion people do not
sanitation facility. About 2- 5 million people die every year Jue to diarrhoeal

dis
eases; most of them are children below
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Minimization and elimination

| ] L] . & Of

watettborne diseases which are more during

{ r
, tegulation, and testing methods are necessary

O rates *
. ; ' e
Health SCCULIty steps gpe online medjcy] services, tele-medicin
consultation mobile heylth clinic, health education, and health insurance
schemes Integration of trad

8th of Unani, Sidha with modern
h care tor the needy.

healt

, health and other needs of groil'z%
. , diversity, Sustainable use of b
€ Nationa] apq lonal leve] {s of critical importance
62 / Granthan, 2008



Preservati
degmdadonrvatlon of GREEN GOLD, prevention of environmental
— cl, aqd maintenance of ecological balance 1s necessaty. To
ean and green environment and biological divetsity, Traditional

Knowled s - _
af sl ge Digital Library (TKDL) 1s an innovative approach for benefit

54 '
1I\T)lsaster Management
atural and man made disaster causes los

Ther
. .
Iare four ways to face disasters:

- Simple, accurate advance warning s

II.  Pre disaster preparation
ITI. Activities during disastet
IV. Post disaster management to Save
For Floods, quick warning system, information

and - :
e‘iIfacuatlon of likely flood Affected area vital.
n case of Cyclone, 48 toO 72 hrs advance warning system, quick

disseminati
c . ) ; "
mination of information, evacuationl of likely affected areas and

alternatte s_helter are very important.
place S;Hnlﬂ_ﬂy for Earthquake, eatly . |
, Warning stations and spread of informatio
eXCeSSXew‘fta}f:d fight Drought Dby maintaining wate
as done j lK rawal of ground wate
in other SIE amafﬁﬂka, Maharashtra, and An'dhr'a le | 1
of nutric ates. Soil man.agement, we can maintain tlity of soil by supply
disaster ;‘55, crop rotation af.ld soil conservation by
relief ?nflgement saves hfe' and property t '
provision and rehabilitation of affected lives.

s to life and property.

ystem

life and property.
on likely flood points

signal on <eismic activity, time and
o will be helpful

- table and avoiding
innovative approach,

5.5
Empowerment through IT
rmation Technology)

We can empower outrselves through IT (Info

1n
Many ways:

w  We get real time da
w  Digitizing land records,
nance can help every On
¥¢ IT enables the print disabled
w IT abolishes illiteracy
5 Information Literacy and Public Librat1ans

ontific awareness for the

Without information literacy the mass scie ift ' .
Then, what 18 information literacy?

Populace of any country is not possible.
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. _ . "

The term ‘information literacy’ is composed of two rather common word
. _ _ :

which most people claim to understand. Information to most people mean

something associated with the ability to read and sometimes more spe-
_cifically associated

phenomena. For e
wordless no smo

with the ability to understand or interpret certaif

xample, visual literacy enables people to understand

king signs. There are also computer literacy, numerical
literacy (numeracy), media literacy and cultural |i

In combination, however, the two words hav
to the advocates of Information Literacy. Thes

the information age and the role information no
prompt them to use the term

assortment of abilities which th
thrival abilities, If we are to

new commodity
formation empo

e a very special meaning
e people have views of
w plays in our lives which
‘Information Literacy’ to describe pot
€y assert are essential for survival and
tloutish in an age where information 1s t_he
- the new medium of exchange, and where good 10-

wers and bad information or no information disenf_raﬂ’
chises, we must be information literate.

Raial December 199 issue, Public [ ibraries offered 2
sHottion of Information Literacy for public librarians to consider.

| d
of an assortment of interconnect€
R ”do with the yse of information:

. The ability to know what information would help

The ability to kngy wh _ .
The ability to *I€ 10 go to get information

2
2 . .

retrieve inf '
4 The abﬂity = | Ormation
5 . g4

.- 1nf0rmat10n
€ seve it
ral relaf.‘ed abilitieg which in combination and in concer™
empower the mforrnation li
W

terate

the new res e PErson.

Ponsibilities |ij ... . : Are
_ rartans m if they

to play 4 meaninggy] . ust undertake

. f
: ‘ art : ead O
lnformatlon literacy. - . PRMISTeE. ad e
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dvances in information technology
le embrace new concepts only
¢ with their own value

¢ the fact that regardless of the a
and information transfet, peop
if those new concepts achieve 2 fi

systems.
Public librarian should involve in the informa

In : .
formation literacy enables the mass to be awar

tion literacy movement
e about science.

7 . . . . .
Public Librarians as Science Communicato1s

knowledge gently and with skill,

nd satisfying experience and are
facts down a gaping and receptive

T : ‘ '

he best science communicators anart

SO : : '
that their audience have a pleasing 2

moti .
otivated to repeat it. They do not thrust

maw like a parent bird feeding its young They aim toO nourish imperceptibly,
e new ideas into their own world

SO »
i that Pf:Ople are able to incorpora
ews, make hitherto unnoticed associations and af w, petsonal

e . _
‘V;;dauon ‘Ah. .. So that’s how it wotks!’
ow! factor’ and it comes from within.

radi oy
. dlo presenters and personahtles, wor
n o .

commannication officets for scientific,

aware about science and its right use
¢mpower the masses, thereby helping
a There are some recommendations

Overnment) regarding imparting sctenc

e to the peopl
hould motivate the

habits 28 well as to us€ the library

their leisur€ time in a better Ways;
possible. Respon-

very important.

scienc

% Public librarians should take _
blic librartans S

to science. In this respect, P4
ease the reading

masses to Inct
ding

on regular basis thus spencis
w  Make as many people scientlﬁca].ly aware z::.si

sibility of public librarians 11 thls.respec _ | '

Arrattly em Pt of story telling gess10ns for unpa'rtmg science
A much fruitful;

awareness to the mass

w  Make proper utilizatton © i fibraris
the benefit of mankind s effective atilization of

knowledge to the EHAses® | h and qutrition, environ-
science for water and sanitation; ’
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ment and biodiversi

through IT etc.:

I : ' spect
w  Provision of formal and non-formal education. In this re PEtt

—_ - t
successtul of Sarvas Siksha Abhiyan project is very importan

and the State Government (and public librarians) should play
important role in this project;

' rment
ty, disaster management, empowe

W Avajlability of fiecessary print and electronic media on SCleﬂ(l:j
awareness in the public library. State Government’s .shOUd
allocate riecessary tunds for the collection of both print an
electronic resources:

W

>
_ . - (A11S
% Io make necessary arrangement to train the pUth libraria
for better science COmmunication to the masses;

ties linkage with different NGOs to make the masses
egarding use of science.

of fiecessary database in the public library fegardmg
water and Sanitation, health i

. ol , | .
blOdlversuy, disaster ‘hanagement etc. Central and State GO

: "
€rnment Projects and other related matters to make the mass

aware of the Possibility of healthy and better life.
8 Conclusiong
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n
centres of the country © 1
¢ world of writing and reading, composition aﬂ_c
: 1
eSt sense. The seminars were to be largely ’d‘Cadem

presented deal with aspects of
m, literature, r eading and the media, To intr Oc_luce
such a broad spectrum of subjects will be tormidable, and so I will briefly

ignored the reader, in the shad e f
and, was to all intents and purp dy adows, was taken for g



%t’ and so there 1
e enllilfiwlﬂ}’s a Process of negotiation with the text, resulting
The questioﬂiz -VEISIOHS of | the authorial construction.
countless seadicos vhic fO]loxTJs is: though a literary work can admit
finds 2 book d L%]f ﬁredsome readings better than others? When one reader
accept as more 1 ﬂi’l i}notphee considers it brilliant, whose view do we
udgeenent gnsd Sﬁ’fcopjilrﬂte. Since there is no «tandard interpretation Of
notion of expert o i; tBls not 2 Democtracy, most will submit to the
are alses g Tikaly ¢ 113 101‘1.‘ ut dnfortuﬁately, experts, Or In this case Critics,
best to leave }it o hold dleme_trecally opposite views. It is therefore perhaps
| OOt fes 1o ;0 ea;:}) mdwldual"’s best judgement!
s the most talke‘d Ybsu jects to be discussed in this Seminar, Globalization
is folig th roun‘c; out sub]e_ct today. A definition of Globalization which
with an B _ S Of. the internet goes like this: An English princess
Ak b‘;‘gYP];aﬂ'boyfrlend riding in a German car with a Dutch engine
y a Belgian who was high on Scotch whiskey closely followed

by Ttals

ta].l’[n .

. ¢ an? 4 -

s trested 1;) parazzi on Japanese motorcycles crashes 1n a French runnel,
y an American doctor using Brazilian medicines, dies! That

'8 Globalization.

crass izcghljof;zmulation}.globa]jzation <tands for all that is vulgat, tasteless,

Journalism and - Sjacklﬂg of sex, drunkenness, filthy money, yellow

collaboration Of‘;‘f;ff L decadence'. If .the definition sought tO project 2

quotation. wiszel : _ef(?ﬂ'{ nations 11 2 single event, let me read out another
; y signifying 2 global phenomenon:

C\W
hat other man on earth has been loved, respected and admired
Is, isolated eskimos; [owa Babbits,

at th
. € sam : :
222 mind Z time by French intellectua
nae . " .
New Yorkers, Bulgarian peasants, h Presbyteriamns, New
real estate brokets,

Guj
Inea ' t1
a cannibals, German scientists,

dent;
T’l ‘I\mdergarten teachers and the entire race
rs definition is free from the banality of the earlier 0n¢;

are he
re talki
Gltall\mg, not about 2 wayward royalty, but about
obalization is no longet 4 subject being
' anies

in th A
are ;acﬁ_demla, it is happening in out backyards.
vading Singur, Kalinganagat and Nandigram; i
| rice, and the neighbourhoo

are beg -
ein
Vendas g taken on Neem and Basmati r1€6 a
and the street corner chatw

and McDonald
globahGl(?bahzﬂtiOn has its detractors as al
as g zation is as old as the gilk Road. Economist

pokesmen of the poot and the Jowntrodden canflo

e . .
supported the - dustrialisationt 18 Bengal, ,nd despite protests that
le, ecologically degrading and destructive

the O
rissa steel project is anti-p€eopP
J-F Dass | 07

.la are being PY°

so 1tS advocates. [t is said that
s, whose credentials

t be ques tioned,



of the livelilhood of farmers and fisherfolks,
Government support.

Globalization has taken such glant strides that in today’s globa]ised
soctety it is difficult to distin

gussh the local’ and the ‘global’. _Marketi
driven globalisation abhors diversity; its enemies are national habits, loca
brands and distinctive loc

al tastes. It believes in standardization. When
we watch a movie in g multiplex cinema hall, or enter a fivestar hotel,
151 all anywhere in the world, we cease to be space
or culture specifics; we live eVEI};where and nowhere! We are in the

Posco is going ahead with

2

cyberspace of McWorld.

Desplte different cultures
to live their lives as if i

nature like wind or watet. The
of the third world from this new fort

. The classic example of Brit-i?h
¢ heydays of the British empire;

Se
the African coast, where the.



+ the cotton mills of North England
d articles. Ships made their eastward
[ndia for opium and
of China where they
ds then in demand in
together fout con-

i‘}?: :;jacr and sailed back to England. ]
ey woit:lfnd?as tureed into finishe
e Sl 1s te?cnle cargo which was sold in
aded opium ? Indian ecean to the coaetal ports
— hor tea, silk and ether Chinese goo
finentel sh trade and colonisation thus brought

will suff the Indian economy:
uffice: Around 1780, Dacca was 4 prosperous rextile manufacturing

Buby |
with a population of 1.5 to 2 lakh people. At

iz(j r;c; e mil_ls and had a population of 27,000.
e COttOﬂ-mﬂlS and its population had grown O 95.000. By 1840.
a population had come down 1O 30,000—40,000-

~wo hundred years of colonial

rule E{/heﬂ the British finally left [ndia aftet
, they are supposed to have bequeathed to us

Z‘:ZT;:; cantonments, landscaged gaj*:dens, baton charges,

us the Em]tiel}’ mandarinal administrative system. Aed they & d

with 4 nelish language. When they first came tO Iedla, the British manage
erpreters and did not try t© learn any Indian ter they

Starte { x . ;
d learning Persian and Sanskrit tO help in the

Ctimj
“fiminal governance. It 1s only in the 19" centufy that they thought of
cific object of producing 2 babu

]t;rllatzzd:l cing English in Tndia with the spe€ | * .
learnilo Sf rve them. Latet, of course the In s became intereste iﬂ
West;g -}ﬂghsh not only to get better jobs avEe: ar;:e;s o
to o tn literature, knowledge and sciences. In ngis was
CCupy a privjleged position.

inventThe British also introduced the ptinting of books. Befo
Costl ed the moveable type 10 the 1450s,
tht‘itn.;-Y to produce and so Were the preset
a toolwere Only. 30,000 or sO books 11 -
Stim of the elite. By 1500 Europe had mote€ than

ulated the intellectual ferment whic

but also to h
times to cOme;

h paved the

In the
depended

Vedic mantra
15 sometimes explicitly
reserve of the

became the e: L
women were debarred from reciting
that Max d the

\;fssrez;;tlgiven importance; |
fc:n:bidda -4 m‘c}tter of fact, wtl
Brahmien' That is how the Vedas
them Il’ls,. and thtr lower classes and

. It is only in the 14th centuty

Ved '
as into a written text.
Before that, however, b

Muellet rranscribe



and used by the elite in India, much like that in the West. In Orissa,
writing of palm-leaf books started at

works in the 15th centur

period to produce a sin
of the pothis the scribe

least as early as the first literary
y. Scribes would painstakingly labour over a long
gle palm-leaf pothi. As a matter of fact, in most
made a pathetic plea to the reader, in the colophon:

in simple language, it did not need Brahmin

a little reading and writing
Vomen in Orissa than perhaps in any other paft

2

*he Bl‘ltlSh OCcCu

Serampore printed the
did not take

pied Orissa in 1803 and Baptist rnissionai‘ies_ at
tirst Oriya hook—, bible—in 1807. However, Oriyas

0 using paper because of yel;

1860s, writing on palm—leaf
begiﬂﬂing of the last centufy:

was available, the palm-leaf book was still %n

. | Is
. The Only oirls these SChOC;

o - e
S. The missionaries ma



that they mi

mi
country };bou%l}:it ’})t?rable ‘toiread the abominable songs with which the
s”’. The missionaries, therefore, discontinued these schools.

Late
L, I]OWev
er
e’ to, ?Overnment schools wete opened for gitls, and gitls were
attend boys schools. Most of the gitls 1n these schools

were, h :

T;‘Ze;’:f, hBeﬂgaJls and Oriya gitls were few.

colonisation Ott_ g story of efforts made 1in the early years of British
rissa to print religious books and  educate girls. If

ed in thed
i g
. attempt to bring gitls to «chool, their efforts at conversion

nly one convett after five years

and
a\;;izen mote in another five years:
" .
a the British finally left [ndia, perhaps the most harmful legacy
hoped that English

they lef
t ' ;
would loslseihm-d us the English language If it was
ts importance after independence, it did not happen that way;

P

being ll;r‘;l";igrllljh has been growing from strength tO strength. It 15 €ven

2s it enablec aes suggested _that our country 1s held together by English

3% of our s to communicate across linguistic barriers. As only about

basis of o PeC?Plf? know English, it 18 Pr€ that the
ur unity is so narrow and fragile. English Jivides us more 5

an o
sixty Yeerthfer cleavage. Equally baneful is its €U
S w
of the departure of out colonial masters, the B

to ruli OVEE OUE I‘nlﬂds

- eﬁ;rlilésh is. the Siflgle: most in

economic auzatlor{al institutions,

the doors tonthsocml_ advancement.. '

economy in 1 e.soc:lal and economic elite world. BY
ndia only through the English language,

fluential factot which determines ACCESS

and hence 1O important avenues Of
. wand that Opens

modern

conty :

be ?}?emﬂf dominance OVel the res
of IndjE_ eserve of the €
Status.vlvtlt.h globalization, Eng]jsh h
ships an dls the working languageé ©
Pope Paulaeroplﬂﬂes use some form O
and Musli went to the \iddle East in 2001, he
he spoke im_i nof- in Latin, not Arabic, not
franca fo - -:1-n_ghsh. With the IT !
and tran r b,usmess and science and most business 4
sactons are Conducted in Eng]ish. It is also langu

millions of computer—-users use.
ng boy of

English had always been the whippi
had don

and 11'1
the seventies some of the states
].P. Dass / 73




as absurd as boycotting the railways,
glish back. Indian parents have come to
ort of their children to the future.

English has come to stay, it must be
eplace Indian languages or be the language
guages are. We must resist all attempts of
d hegemonic power over our own languages.

English should be confined to its
in trade and commerce,
exchanges. In other words,

and its utility limited tq

feel that Enplish is the passp
Even conceding that

understood that it can never r

of the heart as our own lan

T—

role as 3 means of commun‘lcfmmi
in information technology and internationa

tt should be used as 4 tool, and as a technology
that extent.

4 | Granthang 2008



Reading Characters: A Perspective on

]atindra K Nayak

onvincingly argued, Was

ther factof, the
nial India. Exposure
a society dominated

lture threatened to

ntext, it has been C

More than any O printed

M _—_
mfi?i‘;;“’ in the colonial co
word has Lhrough print culture.
B e pr'mtzzn respons1ble for a ‘radlcal shift in coto
by orality a dWOrct had far—reaelung consequences 10
P Be ecriba.l prodtlctton of texts. Print Ut
and the moemsﬂﬂg hierarchies n caste and rehgie
with Certaiﬂ“C}POIY of knowlet:lge that rested on the associa
Culture the orms of sanctty: Early tespe ‘

refore help us

C N
olonial modernity.
nses toO the printe

| focus on early
le. 1 will pay particular attention

[
in th 1 my papet [ shal
e 2 .
context of Orissa under colonial tu
e to call «“Reading Charactets s charactets

t() t

Whohe role of what 1 would lik charact

and ;ﬂgage in the act of readin . ted word 10 eatly O11y2 fiction

dweut fe ways in which narrators hem. Before I do .so I ~.will

In ord or a time on ways 11 W

Orissaér to establish the context 111
ith hilarious accou

e of

reSPOHfZUtObiOnghies in
Hindy cis'l . th.e artival of th
. A dren in Balasore wou
Barric e for fear of losing
away f:r Bls‘}’afla_th Mishra had to &°
Ptinted om his village neat Puri to €
by Pa _text'books. Brahmin
ndit Harihar Das for feaf 0

1d not go t©
their caste



Ray in a village near Pur; was closed down for this reason. The rtgl:ioz
for all this was that earliest printed books in Orissa happened to be f ie
translations of the Bible. The resistance to the printed book can there ?ed
be easily understood. I shall refer to an interesting anecdote recoun

by Nilakanth Das in his autobiography. When he was 2 high-—scht;>01 stud‘zlt‘;
a friend of his dissuaded him from using paper and urged him to. e -
on palm leaves instead. He asked him to undertake g simple experm(;eaf
Weigh a palm leaf, note its weight, write 2 few words on the palm o
and weigh it again. You’d find that, Nilakanth’s friend asserted, the pa

; n ; W Sits
leaf has grown heavier. The feason is that goddess Saraswati no

on the palm leaf and adds her weight to it.

- o - This
[nstances of early resistance tq printing can be multplied.
resistance followed not only from

: t with
a terror of conversion, or contac

- ed
ety, getting streﬂgthenh

. . the
to the last two points later in

flicti pealiungj Carly Oriya fiction embodies Vﬂrylﬂg’
con ICting and contrad1ctory responses to modernit Since this
modermty s mediated r



see how early Oriya fiction dramatized complex negotiations with this
modernity. It is here that ‘reading characters’ prove particularly helpful.
Now the question suggests itself: when did the first reading character
make his or her appearance in Oriya fiction? I think it is in Padmamali
Pubhshed in 1888 that we first come across an attempt to define a character
In terms of what she has read. The learned, garrulous narrator, feeling
COonscious that discerning readers might find the sixteen year old heroine
Unpleasantly precocious explains her precocity by refering to the texts she

Readers may feel surprised at such a reply from a sixteen-
year old girl. In order to remove their doubts, 1 must
therefore say a few things 2bout Padmamali. She was the
only child of Jagabandhu Pattnaik, who was quite well
to do. ... Before she was ten, Padmamalt had read a good
number of books such as Koyili, Gopibhasha Rahasha, and
the Bhagabata. At the spectal request of Purushottama
Vidyaratna, the family priest of ]agabandhu Pattnaik, who
had noticed the intelligence of Padmamali, her father had
made her read many lyrics and plays and books such
as Kaumudi and Amara. Besides these, she had also gone
through classics like Labanyabati, Rasa Kallola, Prema
Sudbanidhi, and Vidagdha Chintaman. Jagabandhu Pattnatk
used to take pride in Padmamali’s ability to understand
and appreciate these literary texts.(Umesh Chandra Sarkatr,
Padmamali, 27)

ACrog T.he other instance of a character reading 2 printed book we'come
- > An Chha Mana Athagunth (Six Actes and a Third), where 1 the

tria] |
>cene, the British Judge spreads an English newspaper and reads 1t

dehb
e = 3
- the coutt. However, it 18

In hi =y cignofiﬂg the natives assembled in

Cornespruner occurs in this story. Possibly this may be the firsF time f:me
Reh _}aCrogS an explicit reference to the printed book in Ottya fiction.
" grand ' | asible for all
the mjqs mother holds Rebati’s learning to read reSpo |
Ortunes that overwhelm her son’ family. This association of literacy

Wit ) -
death has never been fully ot satisfactorily explained. Bipin Chandra

al ' - !
ta 'S?Eks to provide an explanation for this: child widows 11 zamindar
rnlhﬁs had ¢

o teach themselves reading, writing and how t(?
could order the affairs of their estates.

SO that they
4880ci
ate death and widowhood with literacy.



In Fakir Mohan’s Mamu there is an Interesting reference to the pr{n:jl
o "
book and the reference conceals the anxieties of the new educated mid

classes about the consequences of the exposure to print culture. While
describing the quarrel between a maidservant and a destitute old Woma.lil,
Fakir Mohan desists from repeating the obscenities they mouthed while
engaging in a bitter fight. Suddenly the narrator turns to the readers and

mentions printed books like Natx Chori and the deleterious effect it might
have on public taste:

It 1s a pity that the author feels totally unable to record
the expressions used at the time of this quarrel. Some
of these expressions may be found in books such as Nazx
Chori (The Theft of a Top), Bhuta Kels (Play of Ghosts),
Aai Natuni Rahasya (Conversation between a Grandmather
and Her Granddaughter), books which our printers have
brought out to ifnprove the condition of the
language. But these books will not give us all ¢
pressions. We hope other books W

Ornya
he ex-

wholly unsuccessful, We had at last
search under these circumstan

Uncle, 79)

to discontinue our

ces.(Fakir Mohan, The Maternal

. _ e
In an attempt to improve th

- The point T would like to make herfi
class in Orissa was not only scared of

ith the printed word, it was equally wortied
culture that printing technology had 1:\1'011%1'1t
about. -

s last novel Pr@"mﬁﬂm
F . . S
character in this novel marrlf-’:



0 | | |
)élmg man pays a terrible price for this act of defiance and rashness.
Ut when he reflects upon his past deeds he blames the intluence of
wes . ‘ |
- Phﬂosophlml texts for the fate that overtakes him. He regrets

his , _ _
th feglect of Hindu scriptures. In a letter to his doctor the hero of
¢ novel writes:

True, although I had a lot of friends in Cuttack, only
you gave me advice on the principles of religion.On
occasions you got fed up with me and told me that athessts
think they are omniscient and listen to no one’s good
advice. I used to laugh your words away at that time
but now I have realized how right you were. I lost faith
in god by reading a few philosophical texts in English.
(Fakir Mohan, Prayaschitta, 342)
H
ofer:e:;; - . ﬁctiogal character evaluating himsel'f through his acts
be read ig’ and his choice of texts. It is almost as if a character can
Chn terms of what he chooses to read.
In Fakis Eaciersi as readers or reading characters makg Fheir appearances
Presente ino an's Cfa:lebrated short story ‘PatenF Medlcme’.. [n a way it
1t has , ha : SYHOPUC form the plot of Prayaschiita, but, aunlike the novel,
P&d astray l:f) pi’l'endmg‘ 1One of the chief characters in tbe -story. has been
1s cquateq \zithls exposure to Engh’sh educat:'ion: Moderm'ty in this 1r‘131.:a‘n.ce
and o, bt S—n_ amoral h'edomsm, an abdication of social responsibilities
tought 1 he' , irresponsible individualism. In the egd, th(:j‘ errant husba.nd
% By, i 18 senses after receiving a thorough beating with a broomstick
by the nars = T_he welcome changes in his character are now presented
g0eg thre ator 1n ter@s of the choice of the reading material he now
ugh. The printed works quoted with approval by the narrator
fya, a magazine edited by a Brahmo and other journals
tely with the project of Oriya nationalism.
on, I would like to suggest that responses to print culture
ly Oriya fiction enable us to glimpse the contours of
Modernity negotiating a difficult path between the desta-
ce of the west and the threats presented by a popular cultgre
0veiq . & 0 Some extent by access to printed books. E,ar.Iy'OﬂYa
1"1‘-‘-'«51(111.lg * ~Pecially Fakir Mohan, sought to dramatize this negotiation by

char :
aCters 1n terms of what they read.

fro

Odled 1n ear

].P. Dass | 79
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by Modernists, rejection of the solipsism of early Modernism, employfmeflta
often ironic parodying, of the styles and modes of earlier phases, 1n-
terrogation of the standard Malayalam by the use of community Spﬁ'.eCh‘
patterns and provincial dialects, emphasis on differences of various kll?db
like those of gender, caste and sexual preference, self-reflexivity rGSLllFlﬂg
in meta-ficion and meta-poetry and experiments with form, especmlly
a mixing of forms and genres, say, like short story and essay. |
It was in the Nineteen Sixties that Malayalam literature ente'redlits
‘high Modernist’ phase that was partly prompted by the fast urbanlz_ﬂ171'3n
of Kerala and the consequent loss of rural life, the feeling of solitude,
alienation and angst shared by the writers who had left Kerala in Se_ﬂfCh
of livelihood to end up in the big metropolises of India and at times
abroad, disenchantment with the traditional Left that had become part
of the establishment, the Joss of Gandhian values in political life, the
schism caused by the colonial education, the despair of unemployment
staring at the youth and g general feeling of the loss of direction and
the consequent teeling of the absurdity of existence itself. Partly it was

also the product of the impact of post-War European thinking and writing,
especially of the Existentialis kind. Jean Paul Sartre, Albert Camus and

| impotent Indignation found in the stories of M. T
Vasudevan Nair had already foreshadowed the anti-heroes of O. V. Vijayan,

anadan, Anand, V. K. N, M. P. Narayana Pillas

' ' arly phase. Ontological questions NOw feplac,ed
th-e soctal questions of the earlier, Progressive phase. Loss of identf},

d
I CXpression. Short story no motrc FOld
tales, it was now 4 metaphor that Captured the essence of the agonizc
human condition.
The morbidj

Y and pessimism of the Modernists did ﬂot_go
the 1970 Produced its ¢ |

tribal uprisings in the country. M.
ologues that obliquely criticised the

: o |
enctes of the existing Left: P‘atllﬂthuvll
€I€ pungent politica] satires o intense
i J | n the rulers or
political debates held w;



dt‘-Velopmem '

Valsakhan’ l\;u::id still ‘wrote some powerful stories, like C. V. Sreeram

E Harikugn, andU; Krishnankutty, S. V. Venugopan Nair, V. P. Sivak "

or drew their | atrughnan who continued to enrich th{-: reali;tic tr ;f‘_lar:

With hie ultimzfsofn-s fr(_)m earlier writers like Vatkom Mohammed Ba lltllon

_mostly with th: aith .m man and a quaint sense of humour. The asd eelr

in Keraly g material and moral dilemmas of the lower ;m'ddly 1e "
. S. Madhavan is easily one of the finest fiction wri:;(':saisj

alayalam S
i::enties ek ;’CLTQOS ;01’}'1‘131'1188 the political sensitivity of the Nineteen
» ti‘touﬂd ] e nsitivity to form ad idiom. Many of his stories
f Ie Babri Masiid thﬂts of profound significance like the destruction
ol ndita Gandps ;nde massacre of the Sikhs following the assassination
scends the ron the. arrest and trial of Saddam Husain. But he
pical turning these episodes into deeply human stories

at rey
eal the
state of ethics and politics today:

We: mbika .
Literg lik Aﬂtar]anam was Now renew

s like K
Vatsala_, Kar%algDaS (Madhavikkutty), Sara Joseph,
. Sreedevi, Gracy, Ashita, A. S. Priya, Sitara, [ndu Menon,

Rekh

a and

Co _ Others .

Mmoo COHCemSW};(O while not belonging to the same generation share
. Kamala Das’s stories are uninhibited forays 1nto the

Wo
man’
Sa S psyche with 1
ra € wi ;
. Jogeph is a coth 1ts suppressed desires and unexpressed agonies while
mmitted feminist opposed to all patriarchal institutions

11f1'Cludmg th
€ Cur
rent language and grammar. She exposes the phallocentrism

of
theI .
Wo ndian myt
themefl charﬂ‘:terz hfs and legends as 1n her subversive stories around the
of the Ramayana. Gracy {s a narrator of desire, challenging

f.‘.ge .
ang Monic val .
u . |
de a]jlndu Metion s es with a robust assertion of female sexuality. Sitara
e two of the most dynamic writers of the new generation

Tlg :
with :
rela ; : .
N. p The nevy eUOHSh_lps with rare artistic sensitivity.
. n » . o o
r generation men writers like K.P. Sudheesh,

K abhak
och aran, C.V. Balakrishnan, P. Surendran, -
Akbﬂl' Kﬁkkattﬂ:

M o Dava, [

Tl:l . K. Kumaran, Shihabuddeen Poythumkadavu,

o A. Rahman, Ashokan Cheruvil,
Cchikanam

ar Oseph
thee also CritjiEalj (?eorge Joseph. K, B. Murali and Santhosh
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periments of this period. Most of
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ANY fived :
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K 3 aichidanandan | &3



in book)
Khasakkinte Itihasam (The Legends. of Khasak, now a Penguin

r1),
tollowed by his novels like Dbrmapuranam (The saga of thl;?:qu)e
Gurusagaram (The Ocean of Grace) and Thalamurakal (Genera Py
brought a novel idiom noted for jts high lyricism, black hunrm1L11.‘kf:mOf e
M. Mukundan’s M@}a.‘{b@pu{bqyude Theerangali/ (On the Ban1 S i
Mayyazhi) was another eatly modernist novel that tur_ned the OC?Ihere e
of Mahe or Mayyazhi, an erstwhile French colony in Kerala ;V ruggle
“author was born, into a half-real, half-surreal tale of agony an Sh Frst
His later novels like Daivathinse Vikrutikal (God’s Mischief) both f ¢ -
and the second novels won the Crossword Award— De/hi, Kesavante V Z/ﬂpa;d
(Kesavan’s Laments), Adityanum Radhayun (Adityan ﬂfldd Radh}jére »
Pulayappattu (The Dalit Song) also are half-historical narratives w g a0 i
often plays with Space and time. Kakkanadan’s §u6,hs (The \Vitnésbthem
Vasoor: (dmallpox) have a touch of Camus’s Outsider and Plagne in

setting. Punathil Kunhabdullai’s § mafjazéa;/ﬂjﬂi
ndavapuram, N.P. Mohammed’s Daivathinte iolci
(The Eye of God), K.P Ramanunni’s Sufi Paranja Katha (The Tale CR.
by the Sufi), T.V. Kochubava’s Vriddbasadanan (The Old-age Home), -

Parameswaran’s Prakrit; N;

rishnan’s
tyamam (The Law of Nature ok e Y Bala}rllillfify "
Ayussinte Pusthak gy (The Book of Life) and Madhavikku

orary
andalwood Trees) are some other contemp

[ 4 ittanies
van's [undey Batbheriyile Luthiniyakal (The Littan
of the Dutch Battery) is

r
. listed fo
an CXCIng new work that was long l1s

= . . . 2 ﬂ tl‘le
nd is a meditative writer who emerged 3 then

scene with the novel, Aa/kkoottzr, (The Crowd) set in Bombay an

had a serieg '

. fu-
Ng, experimental, works like ;-—”ibbcgygm‘/yz/éé/ (Reok)
gees), Marubhoomiky) Undakunnarh,, (Desert Shadows, now a Penguin bo

. k
and Govardhant, Yatraka) (The T ravels of Govardhan, now a Penguin e
that won the Cross W,

ord award this year.)
Drama has been

. 1o texts
k element to theatre in his Self)
and Avanavankadymba (Crossing _tht:: K. T
_ ™ N. Pillai with his fantasies and satites:
Mohammed with his tri]o

" - - deep
gy, § 1ishti, Sthis and Sambaram and Vasu Pra
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with h; .

Whﬂel::alcjliz;s dOf social SigtliﬂCHI:lC(i helped revive the professional theatre
Mokeri vwih h;eflze was formed in the Nineteen Seventies by Ramachandran
W Padayan SS ﬂl aptations of .Gork-y and Brecht, Madhu with his plays
Balar wish h,is alic 11danandan‘ with his Saktan Tampuran and Gandbi and
Younger Writerp ﬂl}i’kNadygeddzféa, where the tribals enact their own story.
contributed 1 Sth .~ Sathe.esh K. Satheesh, and JoyMathew have also

e innovation of drama.

Mala a

ast gerlizypgitg X)O entered Fhe Modernist phase in the Sixties of the
Attooy Ravios yyappa Pamker, N. N. Kakkad. Madhavan Ayyappath,
N. Paloor Chl‘ﬂila, Kadammanitta Ramakrishnan, K. Satchidanandan, M.
of POetr; Che“}’ﬁﬂ-_K. Cheriyan and others began to write a2 new kind
mploymen ;fl‘a(;tensed by non-adherence to strict metrical patterns,
“Stablisheq resh and even startling images, transgressions of the
tl norms of propriety, mixing of the indigenous and the exotic,

el‘lt On'
s, Synctile present, leaps of thought and fancy, black humout, novel
# ¥ propated' rhythms and a general apathy towards the romantic
Naray,&na Men, gressive poetry of the earlier periods written by Vallathol
a Vv o aog, Changampuzha Krishna Pilla, Vayalar Ramavarma, O.
Fehumanmaﬂon others. They were chiefly employed 1n documenting the
ICtion Writ n of the society around them and were worried like the
and Crs Of the tlm b . : : :
e about the loss of identity and the existential

phﬂ()s >
t oph '
00 Phical desapair of the modern times. From the Seventies, poetry

Cgan

Ifgug in thzopgzr:)n(;emed more with collective destinies, especially as
Chuu'i Sankarq Pillai i\tK SatCh?danandan, K_adammanltta Ramakrishnan,
The kad and ho;t OEOOr Ravivarma, D. Vma}.fa'chandr‘aﬂ, Balachandmn
Wate Emergency Rlle dOther motre o*%rertlyﬁ pothal writers of the tume.
the fshed that sudde 1;—:: by the Indira 'Qandhll regime was almost 2
Nin:fss'of democra;"}’falerted the sensitive wrlte%'s to the dangers of
becar‘i’&s were shaped Cb feedoms and of censorsh*p. The Eighties and
thay we AWare of the ¥ Ilatlonal—p.opulajf cogscpusness when p(?ets
g a3 beCOming - erosion of reglonal }dentlt}f in .a cultural regime
as alSOf St'cmdfflrc_liS,‘atti@Ore1 and more ceg&ahsed and tried to promote 2
guag; the Neo-Hind . tﬂ“‘}t 5}11ted the 1nt§rests of the State, the market
ﬂOra ’ deploYment 0;1 lfevwahsts. A conscious de-Sanskritisation of lan-
Na, festivals anzca'l myths and legends, and references to local

eriod. Malayalam rituals are some of ‘the features of hth'e poetry
poetry is now polyphonic and multidirectional

Val‘iet};
of voices and m |
s and as many CONCEerns that are linked to the

, S
Wlth 5 p
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- ; fverse
1t1 Ing | tics struggles on d
new politics emerging in Kerala, a politics of microstr gg

- avan
le there are dg/ir and tribal voices like thos.e of Rﬂgl;::led
Atholi, M. B. Manoj, M. R. Renukumar and § Joseph, voices conc

Y
with nature, rural life and ecology like those of P. P. Ramachandran,

and perceptions like Savitri Raje

' Anita
evan, Vijayalakshmi, Geeta Hiranyan, A
Tampi, V. M. Gitija, Rose Mary,

- imol
Prameela Devi, Lakshmeedevi ;}nd Kanlnn;nj
also depart from significant predecessors like Bala

; s ; ; ; { and K
umari and alternative voices like Anwar Al,

t]
only a few of the poets who have emerged mostly
after the Nineties of the last century.

Literary criticism underwent a m
of modernists like K P. Appan

Amma and Sugatak
R. Tony to name

ajor change with the emergeillii
and post-Modernist, pOSt'SFrucmrj a0
. Y. krishnan, B.Rajeevan, K.Satchidanan 431),
PP Raveendran, AV. Pavitran, PK. Pokker, K. E.N. Kunhahammed, E- ,1

' and feminists like Saradakkutty, P. Geet:
and others. New readings of olde

. : ritical
r texts, re-readings of creative and ¢ s
N , | | N
WHHNgG and deconstructions of earlier Approaches and status-quoist

Oarary criticism in Malayalam quite vibrant t
stil] BEuro-centric to 2




z;zoizdféitYOdLICCd Pre—publicatiog schemes for many signific'afnt publi-
of the- Mﬂ@ plioducu(m standards in Malayalam are also very high. Most
their Coqt‘ ayalam books are brought out as paper backs, -that redﬁucalf:s
Kensly :[’h: anfl makes the_m affordnble for the hlrge- reading public in
emerpeq qsfe are F)tller quhshers t‘oo like Mathrubhumi \vhg have rec-ently
Grser Boiok: mcflllor pubhsber besuites'Current, Poorna, Chinta, H.anta_m.
to the 1HndS,C,iﬂn ? host _Of?-ltdt.f pubhslung housﬁes who are also conUibuQng
feature ) ugﬁ 2 _Puli_)hshmg m'the state in their own way. Onet outstanding
Out every Pe cattoq in Kerala s the large number of trar?slatmns .brought
for exan 3;:1; fSpec1aHy of fiction from Europe': and Latin America. D.C.
Pamuk I\/Iljar‘ %ﬂgs out contemporary novels like Paulo Coelha-:), Orha_n
Mafqu;Z N :101 argas Llosa, Milan Kunqera, J. M. Coetzee, F}abriiel Garcia
that (e - bf-;reml others. The popula_rlty of these tra.nslatlons is so large
Mala}’alam ;f .S. Madhavan once quipped: Marqgez is the most popular
S even o eflter today! E‘Ie would have Cf)rrected it now as Pau}lo Coelho
POems ,4 o po_pU1ﬂr- Even my tmnsla.tion' o.f Pablo Neruda’s selef:ted
are ip gl‘eatgd ne into seven edltlons aﬁnd s still in demand. Populgr writers
books E emand and publishers vie with each other to get their newest
It i ear?en- young and emerging writers are able to find good publishers.
habit n Kenmg to note that. at least so far, the book scene and the reading
the ; erala have not been negatively affected by trends like globalizaton,

1f1f‘req~‘

# aS . = ; : .

“Pread ¢ Ing popularity of English as the medmum of education, the

Senep. .. 2SS media like television and the careerism of the young
fation,
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The Creation and Preservation of th
Book Tradition 1n Assam

-

Nirupama Bargohain

. k.
€ to us 1s an ayurvedic Wzlkjng
(594‘647 or 650) was a ver}r fﬂl’l‘lOU

t!
| ahabhu
ot Kamrup. His slcat-grandfather was MC; to the
arman had granted immense tracts of lan Lronze

. r
logue of such beneficiaries are recorded in the



beauty of women that even their postures of defecation have also been
engraved. Such instruments had made it possible to preserve writings even
In the absence of libraries—a preservation which had enabled everyone
0 read at that time.
_ Apart from such plates there exist-very few instances of written
literature in Assamese before the fourteenth century. The humid climate
of our state, the excess rainfalls, floods, mice and rats and insects, political
4nrest, and the lack of awareness and consciousness on the part of the
Pt’:c»plf:____au contributed to the destruction or obliteration of many kinds
g Writings. The Vaishnavite movement which followed increased the thirst
C:nlgz(;:ZlEdge - ljhe part of thff populaCf: and despite the lgck of
| on of original works certainly contributed to the translation of
klii;z “Ii]orké and erihar.fced efforts at preservation of writings of various
for the ;t ]ESt'Sanskﬂt works, the movement also increased the ardour
Propens; Orks in the rr_lother tongue and augmented processes and the
ty for conserving such works.
10th However, to assess the literary samples of writings during the period

the lcentur_y to 13th century, we have only the Charjacharjabinischay by
b Iflle Sahajiya Buddha Sidhacharyas. However, this name has been given
) araprasad Shastry. He had retrieved the Charjapada or Buddhist hymns

fr ,
oM the Raj durbars of Nepal and after conferring the tags Bowddhagan

om old Bangla published them in 1926. On the other hand,
claimed to be Assamese songs 1N Assam. Without entering that
sy let us proceed to the relevant issues. In the old Tibetan book

Sam Jon Zan it is mentioned that the composer Sarahaapad was

“Ontrovey
Caﬂed Py y
an 1 ,
in lt?l};z:lt;;lt of the Rani region in Assam (or what was kgown a8 I<;1nr1.1p
BOZ{dd/?-f{gan zfl)d Eherefore there 1s nothing to be sgrprlsed about it qthe
Samplings oF B 'leADobm are regarded as re‘:presen‘ung' the most anctent
and SYntax of ti ssamese lflgguage and ‘hterature. Since the grammar

CS€ compositions approximate very close to the rules

1€ Ass
am
"esentagig ese language, they can be regarded as well-preserved rep-

NS of Assamese literature.

ManY other forms o

dre
"Cgarded g4

f writings are also preserved in Assam which
folk literature. Even now people mouth the utterances

tical wisdom. The
A life of Dak h
| cﬂOther klnd Of

pracu‘
“€8. There g evid

se utterances are not available in a written form,
as been recovered. In the pre-Sankardev era of
writing is found, which has to do with the occult

, ence of widespread occult practices from around
th century,

Alt

gh the writings of some Vaishnav writers from a pre-Sankardev
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era have been conserved,
apart from the writings of
that. However, the composi

+' 1t1Nes
there are no archives of substantial W’]; foi
e
Sarahaapad in the three hundred years

ntury
tions of many poets of the fourteenltlllgfindali
ome of them are: Hem Saraswati, Rudra a_ _

can be
nd maturity of the Assamese language e
- L] SSﬂ
. Hem Saraswati is a forerunner of Assam

is Madhab
ver, the finegt poet of the pre-Sankar era is Ma

- intural
bject matter is also the ancient }Slfifip s

‘ ' - - vhich
tales of India. His greatest achievement s the Ramayana w

most
{ 4 and .
composed in the 14 Century. The memor}r of the greatest a

{ " ” emeﬂta
am, the Ploneers of the Neo-Vaishnavite mov
bdev who appeared in

I
the 15" century, is preset
a celebration of their

ersaries
birth and death anniversa

' : ] : (tterateulr,
ms of worship and tituals. Distinguished litte

» dramatist, poet, painter

: races
ar stands withoyt parallel. He brought the

21t own. Sankardev’s Kirtan B/Jﬂgab”f aqd
the altars of the houses of worship
Care and reverence. These are RI?C;
worship such ,q the namghars and the sattra

h : €
» 4 tradition which continues till date. Th
ed by Sankardev and

Ot othet classic
imparted lessons In Sanskrit

in them Apart fic

m helping in other works
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of development, David Scott had granted a lot of land to these institutions.
They were great libraries for us.

Apart from the Aryan-based book-preservation of Vedic literature,
there was 2 different kind of library in the Ahom period spanning six
hundred years which the Ahoms called Gandhiya library. In that library
any official documents were also preserved. In Assam the first history
Was compiled under the aegis of the Ahom kings and these were stored
In this Gandhiya library. While the custodians of the Sanskrit fo/s guarded
Over Vedic scriptures and texts in Sanskrit, the Ahom priestly community
Called Bailung conserved books written in the Tai language. Thus the libraries
°f Assam have harmoniously celebrated and preserved the heritage of
the Western and the eastern India.

Another kind of writing or book is preserved in the Buddhist temples
°f Assam, These works are composed in the Pali language. The tradition
;)f atfluent Buddhist families contributing books every year to these temples
1S been continuing for & long time.
Yet another great treasure house of books that is testimony to the
1S tradition of libraries in Assam is the efforts of the Darang kings.
It is not ag if only the Vedic Sanskrit literature has been enriching
toz:}:Orld of books. The influence of the Islamic Parsi literature has also
ed these parts. Such literature has been archived in the twelfth century.
its o Af‘fef a long ancestry of poetic literature, prose literature came on
arOur:;n = the sixteenth century. Bhattadev (1558—1638) who was born
fr@nti tl:“S Ume is the father of Assamese prose hterat.ure. In no other
°t literature of northern India can we find prose literature of such

102 :
y Vintage. The three prose works of his which have been preserved

dre .
Kath, Gita, Kathg Bhagabat, and Katha Katnabali.

dimrne:jl *tl%llf eighteenth century the radiance of Assamese poetry haFl
Periog -’:I-re % SﬂmPles of literature which have been preserved from this
Steas — e charit puthis (biographies of Vaisnab saints), other work§ abogt
the T la} the humorous and mundane works, the chronicles \Yl‘itteﬂ n
At the g, flgua_ge: and the occult books and works of Shakia hterat':.ur.e.
COmPOSe{dnLE tlf_l’le there was pursuit of Sufi literature as well. The j.?/éz-ff
faith Were Y P_&]an Fakir in the Assamese language to propagate the Islamic
The ia klf}d of religious ditties in a lucid and uncomplicated style.
Plunge d th‘nVasmn by the Maan from neighboring Burma in the 19" century
The K 'S state of a3 rich literary heritage into utter darkness and chaos.
4 graVQYa éous atrocities of the Maan soldiers transformed Assam into
the State 4 and tinally it took the British to quell the Maan and annex
Tuly through the Yandaboo pact of 1826. The token or nominally
& Puranday Singh was dethroned and the British started their

glorig

arba

18 kin

- o ,
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s S (O
administration of Upper Assam from the year 1836. It is needless

took a worse turn when the British m

ade Bengali the language of the
court and the educationa]

' Id
institutions from 1836-1873, aS_thls Woaid
facilitate the administration of the state. with all the Bengali clerks

other officials of the lower bureaucmcy imported into the stat
Assamese language was almos

e G

nanpith Award and since 1955 Assames€



Mous states although they retained their original names. Together all these
e now referred to as the North-east.

The central library for all these states was situated in Shillong. For
the books in Assamese also this central library was the place to go to.
But despite not being the state capital Guwahati was the gateway to the
NOrth-east and a very important town from the past. Wouldn’t there be
2 library in this centre of education, literature and culture? Especially
wouldn’t the British set up a library in this vital town 1n their dominion’
Indeed they did. They in fact selected one of the most scenic spots 1in
Guwahat to establish the library in. The location was the west bank of
t}.Ie huge lake named Dighali Pukhuri, situated right at the heart of the
“ly. After estabh'shing the library in 1912 the British government named
! (;Urzon Hall in honour of the then viceroy Lord Curzon. There were
Z::o}l;s books in different languages such as‘Eng.lish., Assamese, ‘Be'ngafg
o owever, there were hardly any books in Hmd_i because Hindi di

0Oy the status of the Rushtrabasha or the national language then.

| In the library there was a reading room apart from the regular lending
?’ECUQHS. This

In this ]ibrary

was open from five until eight in the evening. Moreover,
and which faced the lake there was a spacious hall at the t?ack:

alo tty stage. In that hall. meetings and cultural functions were organized,
and plays enacted.

. compound of the Curzon Hall was also vast and had a grassy
EZLIPEI: And various plants and flowers. Thus the great lake fronting the
Ofrzry anc} the groves of trees on the nearby Judges’ .Field (c_m the cldg;:
Was £ Main road to the north) created a serene and quiet ambience which

ldea] fo deep and intense studies.
Duﬂng those childhood days in the forties it was natural that books

Party "t published as numerously as they are today. Assamese books were

Cul Cularly Scant, bookstores and book-buyers were few, and people who
Uvaied-htera

Wheth
like |,
for |,
rrlaga
year
a

ture were also not numerous. Newspapers and magazines—
€t for adults of children—were also rarities. For book-loving children
S there was virtually a famine. In our family there was a penchant
0.01{3 and my father and my elder brother bought some books and
“ines which met my cravings for books to an extent. However, my
mﬁlflg tor books was not entire satiated and so I walked abut half
Were ee:rz: the Curzon Hall library and read books. In our days cjlﬂdlreiz
books bOUraged to concentrate on thool textgrather th‘ar.l rea bOt(:ES
With a C:C‘;’*Use of which I did not enjoy the facility of_ borrowing f:me
frc)m goir trom the ].ib.rary. However, there was not'hmgl t.o prevcizlf -
y favor?g to the reading room once a week ﬂud_mdu ging I'Ilt}i’lb L

¢ pastime. The reading room was open from five until eight,
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- he
but for females it was open only on Wednesdays. I am talking about tnd
period 1942-43 which Was not such an emancipated time that men 2

tted toO
and read. Even when we were admitte )
. ) ' W
afterwards under 4 ‘co-education’ regime
Professor entered.

s and
\Vednesdays with great eagerness an

L , Y constructed on the south bank of this same
Dighali Pukhyy; Only a few books remained in the Nabin Chandra Bordolo!

ja Rarnmohun Roy Library’ Foundation g1ve

: to
ants under various heads
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The Booker and The White Tiger

‘-—__________-___---_----_--—--__---_--____----

K.K. Banerjee

Arvind o
th‘e BOOtjig;iiz]Z?desze Tiger (H?.rper Collins Publishers, 2008) has won
Win the coveted his year. He is the fourth Indian English writer to
Desai_ Adicrs & prize, after Salman Rushdie, Arundhati Roy and Kiran
liveq in Indgia s Kanﬂﬁdiga born in Madras in 1974 and has subsequently
— [;/j’-&ustr.aha,'the USA and the UK. He currerzldy lives in Mumbai.
2 ticksew e liger is the story of Balram Halwat aha§ Munna, son
o Chyn 10 Egﬂer of a small village called Laxmangarl'{ in the district
Schog] by h; lhar'_ Because of sheet POVELLY . Balram is taken out of
and Wipei 18 family and put to work in 2a tea-stall. As he crushes cgal
Single_lm. dtables, he nurses a dream of €scape from this drudgery. \-X/;lth
His bi fded effort he manages to learn driving with a ji tax
to & chance comes when a rich landlord hires him as

t his
S SOn : , -
th , daughter-in-law, and their two Pomeranian ‘

of

Cw ed ;
u - .
cation begins here. On the one side, there are call-centers,
he other, there i the

1, S
Ppin
uflderbelgl maflls and the crippling traffic jams. On t
y of slums, rickety naked children, fat rats and cocroaches. And
Caught between his

abOve

: all

Nstinet t, there are 36,000,004 gods and coddesses.
desire to 1mprove himself

Whi
ile the book has been hailed abroad, the critics 1n

panne ;

. d

plctul:ff: ;tf - TNB’S felt that the novel painted too grim and cheerless 2

" India. The words like ‘dark’ Jangry etc have been frequently
te the couple

Crity . 5 G
itics even while praising the book. et us quoO



of instances used in the back-over of the novel

“Unlike almost any other Indian novel you might have

read in recent years, this page-turner offers a completely
bald, angry, unadorned portrait of the country as seen

from the bottom of the heap; there’s not a sniff of saffron

or a swirl of sari anywhere... The Indian tourtst board

won't be pleased, but you'll read it in 2 trice and find
yourself gripped.”’

Andrew Holgate, § unday Times

“Compelling, angry and darkly humorous, The White Tiger

Is an unexpected journey into a new India. Arvind Adiga
is a talent to watch’

Mohsin Hamid, author of T}, Reluctant Fundamentalist

J
: ' msS
answer except Balram. Acknowledging Balra

1111 : ‘ ¢ : ‘ €5t~.
brilliance, the Inspector said, “You, young man, are an intelligent, hon

d of thugs and idiots. In any jungle, w.hat
Creature that comes along only once in :l
about it and said : “The White tiger’. “That’s
| lram got a new name and

generation ?” Balram thought
what you are, in thig :

N writing 2 long letter to the Chinese premier by way
of introducing him to the city

of Bangalore as well as India. The letter
tells the tale of Balram Halwai

s checkered ]_ife—story which unfolds along
with the tale of India that ig Bharat.

octal and political satire. In 2 thinly veiled
av,

> & photograph is described as that of

atr and chubby cheeks, wearing thick earrings
of gold; the face glowed with

intemgence and kindness.” An interesting
him i ' '

The book is 4 poignant s
reference to Laly Prasad Yad

the prime minister
27

n all over this land.

letters to the Chinese Prium

message to little childype
, in one paragraph in hig
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I;szmgg -.. Bah}; am writes: Remember, Mr. Premier , the first tume, perhaps
- aHSDXRW en you opened the bonnet of a car and looked into its
engine o tl(‘:imel’ﬂber the coloured wires twisting from one part of the
iing o e other, the b!ack box full of yellow caps, enigmatic tubes
- anséeam and oil ar}d grease everywhere —remember how
of my stor thmag:;% evel')rthlng seemed ? When I peer into the portion
ACcor)c;in at unfolds in New Delhi, I feel the same way.
Mushms——RunE,Itob Balram, _the four greatest poets of the world are all
Member throy ghq al, Ghalib and the fourth name he could never re-
yagani b out the n_ovel. He chanced upon a Urdu couplet 1n a
) book-shop which remained his life-long mantra:

BI was looking for the key for years
ut the door was always open.”

and the Otfezb; Ll??m Tiger is also a tale of two Indias—one of darkness
o light and }(:' ght. It narrates Balram Halwai’s journey from darkness
is search for the key until he finds the door open.
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Book News

A Town called Dehta
Ruskin Bond

Penguin Books, Rs. 220

Ruskin Bond is arguably the best
exponent of children’s literature in
English published from India, al-
though his books are equally en-
joyed by the adults, In thjs delightful
collection, he introduces us to the

town of Dehradun he knows in-

tmately and loves unreservedly.

years of his

used to be pony-dr
rickshaws, Classic

ems like Mastery; Growing “p with
Trees and 4 song for Lost Friond,
apart, the anthology js replete
with journal entries and extracts
from the author’s memoirs, Wistfyl

and wily as only Ruskin Bond
can be, the book can be regarded

as an elegy for 4 way of life gope
extinct.

aWN fongas and
stories and po-

Eco-tourism Development In
India: Communities
Conservation

Seema Bhatt and Syed Liyakp

» Capital ang

Cambridge University Press, Price
Rs. 250

Ecotourism is a term debated up(iJéL1
by practitioners all over the *'worh
The initiatives carried out in the
name of ecotourism have adve‘rselj-/
atfected people and the enwror:ll
ment. The indigenous and l(?c
communities have raised vglCii
against such steps at local, nationz
and international levels. Howe‘-wel‘ ,
sustainable ecotourism, i.e. touI:ISII:-l
carried out within certain define
norms, can lead to the development
of the people. -
Ecotourisy Developiment of I izdﬁf
altempts to present a comRrehen
sive and analytical perspective OD
the deVEIOPment of ecotourism 11
India. This book showcases thf‘: kezl’
policies and legal framework linke _
tO ecotourism development at na
tional and international levels. Thl‘z
consequences of large scale mode
of ECOtourism in terms of r,ﬁtsponsei
and impacts, both negatve aﬂh
Positive, are represented throug
select case studies. It is intended tz
facilitae etfective formulati(')n and
implementation of conservation arl

o ac-
velopment of policies and pr
tices.




The Age of Shiva
Manil Suri

Bloomsbury, Rs. 495

?jagi:]?:i sprang into_ prm:ninencc—:
erary field with his debut
il}(:i:zl,nDea;‘/J of 1/ zlr/mzf..This 1s his
- foi)lve. Here t.he linear story-
. ows the life narrative of
&O:tle()e;ls year old Meera Sawhney
ol 3 'to the early 1980%. Meera
- 1er father to marry the
Afi;ng; but untalented singer Dev
Cgmb;nqzt out of tljue love, but a
deﬁancé I\c/)ln of erotic longing, and

- Meera and Dev move from

D :
elhi to Mumbai to try to fulfill

De i B
indzs ambition to enter the film
Stry as a playback singer. The

Narrative ;
v ;
¢ 1s set against predictable

mal‘kers :

of nationalist h;

Pattition | st history—the
Pakist

Imposed by Indira
subsequent defeat in
ections and eventual
R Wherp:i»:e}i. Un'like Suti’s first
Hindu - t e wnﬁter ably blends
5 discoznl \V%th p_thosophy, there
the - €ctin this novel between

tiv .
ury . ¢ and the title. However
SUstains th ’

€ reader’s interest

dramatic treatment

Learning From Children What
To Teach Them

Malavika Kapoor

Sage Publications, Rs. 395

This title brings together the author’s
rich theoretical understanding and
the direct experience she acquired
while working with disadvantaged
children in schools located at rural
settings. Based on her empirical
work. the author evolves and pre-
sents in this book ways of teaching
children such that they become
confident individuals with creative
minds. The main contents of the
book consist of a series of case
studies of schools 1n rural
Karnataka. These are built around
the conviction of the author that,
children even in these under-pro-

vided schools, gtven an opportunity
and stimulating environment, have

the creative potential to acquire the
learning skills imparted in the
schools. The book s divided into

two parts and nine chapters.

Tibet: The Lost Frontier
Claude Arpt

Lancer Publishers, Price not stated

[n this book the author tells the
sad story of how Tibet came tO lose
its independence. Beginning 2as 2
formidable Central Asian power in
the seventh and eighth centuries,
Tibet had a cleatly demarcated
boundary, as seen in her treaty with
China signed in 823 AD. The advent

Book News | 99



of Buddhism, especial after the visit
of the Indian monk Atish Dipankar,
united and pacified the country
which had in between broken up
into petty and continuously warring
principalities, but alse made it in-
ward-looking and unable t protect
herself. Tibet sealed its own fate
turther in the eighteenth and nine-
teenth centuries whenp it called for
Chinese troops to come and defend
it against the Mongols and Gurkhas,
ln 1793, the Chiness Promulgated
a document that was called Regu-
lations for Governance in which
Tibet was described in terms that
could only fit 4 vassal of the
Manchus. A fter the British expedi-
tion, the British India Government
called 3 conference in Shimla which
Was attended by the representatives
of Tibet, China and India. The

British clearly wanted 4 free Tibet
to act as a buffer between its

empire in India and Chi
treaty

own
na. In the
the Governrnent

succumbed to 4 pessimistic fatalism
which foresaw the inevitability of
Chinese annexation of Tibet.
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20th Century Sanskrit Literature:

A Glimpse into Tradition and
Innovation

Rita Chattopadhyay g
Sanskrit Sahitya Parishad, Price
Rs. 300

An acclaimed Sanskrit scholar, th_fi‘
author tries to demonstrate in this
book that Sansksit was never a dead
language and even after more th‘m
2,000 years its literary productivity
has hardly ceased. She has shown
that Sanskrit dramas can be written
Ol contemporary themes like po-
litical enmity, cultural decadence and
religion, education and human
values. She secks to inspire us to
read modern Sanskrit dramas stﬁged
N various parts of the country. She
has critically analysed the works O_f
a galaxy of contemporary Sanskrit

dramatists and, in short, has per-

formed 4 plous academic duty

scholars g0 far have not seriously
attempted,

Sri Aurobindo

A Contemporary Reader

Ed. Sachidanand, Mobanty
Routledge, Price Rs. (95

This antho]

Ogy compiles some ot

itings of Sri r\urobind(‘?,
Nationalist, visionary, poet-phi-
Pher. Tt aimsg 4¢ providing access
© the key concepts, tenets and the

SpLrit of the Cxtraordinary range of
lexts authoyre(
tl

the
loso

b}’ him. In par l‘icular?
1€ compilation brings forth Sri



Aurobindo’e social viston and his
role as 4 cultural critic: his views
on ethnicit‘y, his exposition of the
Key role language plays in the
ffi)rmation of comm
Uties and hi ciurct
of self
incident
aSpect
t()da}r_

unitarian iden-
al understanding
determination which has
ally become an important
of human rights discourse

Olympics: The
Oria
Mebm

| Indian Story
Majumdar and Nalin

.,I . .
Arpercollins Publishers India and

the '
605 [ndia Today Group, Price Rs.

‘that eme
Idea of ‘S

rges from this book is the

b b . . .
port’. in its organizational

soul-(; as an Important social re-
deploe to be bargained, traded,
yed and manipulated in order

to :

a
: gain ‘advantage. Anyone with a
Ulattermg ac

| quaintance of the

lym
P1c Movement, its attendant

Nd, te]) more at the meta-level
» LC I'lghr b ; ;

Y>» bDegin and end with

carly fnd g witl

the POst-modern v
C S[YUgg

SPort.
the\r

le for control over Indian
) behveen those chapters
“hge through
S and
mple |

lex
SPort t other Sports; see

at t .
Moy, he centre of Non-aligned

Che .
and Ind'nt Strategy for both Nehru
lra Gandhi; slot the rise of

In

India’s hocky
o failures; trace the

l'iSf} O

ersions of

the media via radio and television
as key components in the story; and
see modern Indian Olympism strug-
oling against media-savvy SpOITS,
especially cricket. The spread of Fhe
book is excellent, the information
marvelous, the interpretation satis-

fying.

The Classic Popular
Amar Chitrakatha, 1967-2007

Yoda Press, Price Rs. 395

The volume seeks to examine Amar
Chitra Katha’s rewriting of the
nineteenth century nationalist
orientalist historiography within the
context of the culture industry in
a post-colonial scenario. It attempts
to read closely the different sp'at—
egies through which the. Variogs
myths, legends and historical ep!-
sodes are narrativised into a comic
book format. In so far as AmMA
Chitra Katha was mainly rendt?red
through a dominant bazaar realism,
a derivative of the Raja Ravi Varma
lithographs, the project also reveals
the curious fit between the seem-
ingly sensuous and real, and the
apprehension of the ‘real’. A pro-

socatve angd, deverly afger RGN0

graph, this 1s a must-read not only

for scholars and students of mod-

ern Indian history, contemporary

culture and politics, but also for

| ¥ [ |
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The Immigrant
Manju Kapur
Random House, Price Rs. 395

The Immigrant is a novel with a
straight, broad, seemingly-placid
narrative flow, under whose surface
lurk the currents of significant and,
at times, disturbing issues. [t tells
the saga of Ananda, an Indian
immigrant in Halifax, Canada, who
has saved and studied his way up
to a career as a dentist, and Nina,
a thirty-year old lecturer in Delhi.
It tells us, with quietness and
conviction, about Nina’s mother,
worried about her daughtet’s mat-
riage-prospects, and Ananda’s mar-
ried-in-Canada uncle. It narrates,
sometimes directly and sometimes
tangentially, Nina’s past infatuation

with 2 man who abandoned her,
Ananda’s failed attempts at sex with

women, the meeting and correspon-
dence of Nina and Ananda, and
their matriage. With Neena finally
joining Ananda in Canada, the novel
not only covers some older land
matks of “immigration narratives”
but also engages with the less often
narrated matter of infertility and
sexual dysfunction among men.

Escape
Manjula Padmanabban
Picador India Pp. 418, Price Rs.295

Manjula Padmanabhan is one of the

few Indian writers in English who
has never bothered to toe conser-

vative social lines on the sanctity
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of childhood . Her new book Ef
cape features an adult and a child
on a trek through a blasted 1fmd'
scape, cut off from the rest ot the
world. They are fleeing a countty—

never named but indubitably In-

dia—where women are extinct under

a two-decade pogrom ehnnnatlfng
e .

natural procreation in favour O

cloning technology that gives o
plete control to a dictatorship of
Generals. Meiji, the niece of .the
protagonist Youngest, has survived
in secret, bought up by her uncles,
but now as she approaches pube_rty,
her sex and and her sexuality 15 2
threat as much to herself as to het
protectors. And so they must g0
skirting radio-active wasteland gnd
mindless warriors, speed-boating
down rivers and dallying with sus-
pect strangers, to 2 promised land
where there are people like her.

Courting Destiny : A Memoir
Shanti Bbushan

Penguine Books, Price Rs.650

This memoir of a former Indian
Law Minister and senior advocate
provides a ringside view of some
milestone legal batles ; most notal?l}’
the election petition against Indmﬁ
Gandhi which led to the Emergency
period and India’s first tryst wito
a non-Congress govel‘r‘lmeﬂt - t.he
Centre. Besides defeating [ndird
Gandhi 1n Allahabad High Cout tg_
a case which admittedly brough"

| | the
him instant fame—some ot



cases to his credit include the elec-
ton petition against Charan Singh,
the Congress symbol case, the
Emergency-period Habeas Corpus
Case (better known as the ADM
Jabﬂlpur case), and the more recent
contempt case against Arundhat
&iy'and the Parliament attack case.
realél‘e these parts make interesting

Ing, the author evidently could

not A Qo - ;

™. .;.‘(.blbt going into every little
a ST |
1l of his life which at times

Makeg :

C .

t::’SSlng Over : Partition Litera-

B ¢ from India, Pakistan and
angladesh

d. Frank §
le ;
Paul Kumay wart and Sukrita

Da()ba PuthadOnS

\

. . collection whole-
SOme is that j

oo f t includes works from
- atfected by Partition alon
ndig’s east | ( .
Bt §rn border also. Much

On literature available in

E

nolig :
thegw h translatlon so far was from
o Urlgters. writing in Hindi, Punjabi
4, like Saadat Hasan Manto,

BlliSl’la ;
Mo, >ahni, Rajinder Singh Bed,

Huse.: .

Butbsj}inj Kamleshwar and others.
rnend()at.,Berlg?‘1 also suffered tre-
and B;bly ‘the burden of Partition
fleg Agali also offers ample sto-

ox People caught in that

an
Rakesh Gulzar, Intizar

—

whirlpool is reflected m an English
cranslation anthology majorly tor
the first time. Reading the works
of Prafulla Roy in this collection
will be a revelation for the readers.

The Forgotten Palaces of
Calcutta

Joanne Taylor

Niyogi Books, Pp 90, pholographs
150. Price Rs. 1,250.

The Forgotten Palaces of Calcutta dis-
covers the old areas of Calcutta
where heritage houses and history
fill every crowded lane and secret
courtyard. Languishing 1n another
time and place, at the end of narrow
lanes and behind untidy shop-fronts,
Calcutta’s rich heritage waits to be
discovered through this volume.
These great houses of Calcutta are
an important but forgotten part of

Calcutta’s architectural history:

While much has been written and
PhOtngaphed on the British colo-
nial architecture and lifestyle, very
little has so far been done on the
indigenous equivalent. The present
book, by focusing on Calcutta’s
heritage mansions and palaces,
makes an important contribution to
the architectural history of both

Calcutta and India.

Compiled by Nilanjan Bhattacharjee
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Thereis a lower and higher knowledge. Lower knowledge consists of
the study of the Vedas, phonetics, code of rituals. grammair,
etymology, metrics and astronomy. By the higher, the Imperishable is
attained. That which is Invisible, ungraspable, unoriginated and
attributeless:; it has neither eyes, nor ears, nor hands, nor feet; it IS
eternal, all-pervading, Immeasurably subtle, and limitless.
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